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The Gathering  (Top of page 2) 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all 
 
All: and also with you. 
 
God our Creator, 
we thank you for the wonder of new life 
and for the mystery of human love. 
We give thanks for all whose support and skill 
surround and sustain the beginning of life. 
As Jesus knew love and discipline within a human family, 
may these children grow in strength and wisdom. 
As Mary knew the joys and pains of motherhood, 
give these parents your sustaining grace and love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Prayers of Penitence (p2) 
 
Clergy: -  
‘How often have I longed to gather your children, 
as a hen gathers her brood under her wings,’ says the Lord, 
‘but you would not come to me.’ 
Let us as wayward children return to God 
and confess our sins. 
 
All: say the prayer at the bottom of page 2 
 
Collect 
 
Readings 
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Short talk 
 
 
Introduction to the Baptism 
 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ has told us 
that to enter the kingdom of heaven 
we must be born again of water and the Spirit, 
and has given us baptism as the sign and seal of this new birth.  
Here we are washed by the Holy Spirit and made clean. 
Here we are clothed with Christ, 
dying to sin that we may live his risen life. 
As children of God, we have a new dignity 
and God calls us to fullness of life. Amen 
 
 
The promises 
 
 
Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me and do not stop them’, 
so I ask you all: 
 
Will you help Barnaby Reuben O’Leary to become part of God’s 
family? 
 
All:  We will. 
 
 
Parents and godparents (Richard, Charlotte, Lee, James, Bethany), 
you have brought Barnaby  to baptism;  and you speak for him today. 
As we trust in God for him growth in faith, will you promise to care 
for him, pray for him, and help him to follow Christ? 
We will. 
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The Decision 
 
In baptism God calls us to new life. 
We die with Christ to all that destroys, 
and rise to live with him for ever. 
Therefore I ask:   Do you reject evil? 
I reject evil. 
 
And all its many forms? 
And all its many forms. 
 
And all its empty promises? 
And all its empty promises. 
 
All turn to face the font. 
 
Do you turn to Christ? 
I turn to Christ. 
 
And put your trust in him? 
And put my trust in him. 
 
And promise to follow him for ever? 
And promise to follow him for ever. 
 
Signing with the Cross 
 
The priest makes the sign of the cross on the child’s forehead 
In the holy oil of baptism 
 
 
Barnaby Reuben O’Leary,  Christ claims you for his own. 
Receive the sign of the cross. 
Do not be ashamed of Christ. You are his for ever. 
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Stand bravely with him. 
Oppose the power of evil, 
and remain his faithful disciple  
to the end of your life. 
 
May almighty God deliver you  
from the powers of darkness, 
restore in you the image of his glory, 
and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ. 
Amen. 
 
The Blessing of the Water 
 
Loving Father, 
we thank you for your servant Moses 
who led your people through the waters of the Red Sea 
to freedom in the Promised Land. 
We thank you for your Son Jesus, 
who has rescued us from the deep waters of  death and 
shown us the way of salvation. 
Now send your Spirit  upon this water, 
that he who is washed in it 
may share Christ’s death and resurrection, 
and find true freedom as your beloved child, 
risen with Christ for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Profession of Faith (ALL) 
Let us affirm 
our common faith in Jesus Christ. 
Do you believe in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 
I believe and trust in him. 
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Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 
 I believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 
I believe and trust in him. 
 
This the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
The Baptism 
 
Barnaby Reuben O’Leary, I baptise you 
in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
May God, who has received you by baptism into his Church, 
pour upon you the riches of his grace, 
that within the company of Christ’s pilgrim people 
you may daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit, 
and come to the inheritance of the saints in glory. 
Child of God, blessed by the Spirit, 
welcome to the family of Christ. 
Prayers 
 

Barnaby, your parents, godparents, family and friends. For you Christ 
lived. For you Christ died, for you, he rose again. For you Christ 
intercedes at the right hand of the Father. All this for you, before you 
could know anything of it. In your baptism Barnaby, the scripture is 
fulfilled, we love because God first loved us.    Amen. 
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Faithful and loving God, 
bless Barnaby and all who care for him, 
and grant them your gifts of love, wisdom and faith. 
Pour upon them your healing and reconciling love, 
and protect their homes from all evil. 
Fill them with the light of your presence 
and establish them in the joy of your kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
The Lord’s prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
For ever and ever.    
Amen  
 
 
Giving of the Candle 
 
Barnaby, God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness 
and has given us a place with the saints in light. 
 
You have received the light of Christ; 
walk in this light all the days of your life. 
Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God the Father. 
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Prayers: 

 

The Peace (p6) 

Peace to you from God our heavenly Father. 
Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace. 
Peace from the Holy Spirit, the life-giver. 
The peace of the triune God be always with you 
and also with you. 

  

Let us offer one another a sign of peace (please share the peace 

quietly and lovingly with each other from a safe distance) 

  

The Eucharistic Prayer (p.7)  

And now we give you thanks, most gracious God, 
holy and undivided Trinity: 
because you have given us the light of the knowledge of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ, 
that we may grow into your likeness, 
and be changed from glory to glory. 

 

Spiritual Communion (p.10) 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  

for all the benefits you have given us,  
 for all the pains and insults you have borne for us.  
Since we cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
We ask you to come spiritually into our hearts.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may we know you more clearly, love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.   
 
Everyone in church is welcome to come up and receive communion or a silent 
blessing  - if you would like to be blessed hold your hands down at your sides so the 
clergy know. If you are gluten free please say so when you come up  
 
Prayer after Communion and Blessing 

 


