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Jubilee Lunch at Bramfield Village Hall

On June 2nd, Pat and Paul Potts organised a buffet lunch at Bramfield Village Hall for local residents and
members of the Thursday Lunch Club to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
A lovely time was had by all, culminating in a toast to the Queen and an emphatic rendition of God Save
the Queen.
For all those who may be considering using Bramfield Village Hall for an event, a party, a club or indeed
anything else, please contact (via Bramfield Garage) 01986 784223.
From 21st June 2022 Bramfield Village Hall now has its own Wi-Fi, so that modern technology can be used
with ease. No more trying to get a signal at the bottom of the hill!
Blyth Valley Times is published monthly by the Blyth Valley Team Ministry.
To subscribe, with a copy delivered locally through your door - (minimum donation £12 a year);
or to request a postal subscription (£30 a year), please telephone 01986 875941 or 07752 275328
or email: blyth.valley.times@gmail.com
Blyford - Bramfield - Chediston - Halesworth - Holton - Linstead - Spexhall - Thorington - Walpole - Wenhaston Wissett. With Heveningham with Ubbeston, Huntingfield and Cookley
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VISIT THE BLYTH VALLEY
TEAM MINISTRY WEBSITE:
www.blythvalleychurches.org.uk
for Service details and local events etc
There are current news items and
photos on our Facebook page, too:
Find us at: blythvalleychurchessuffolk

BVTM Team Office
The Team office in St Mary’s Church is OPEN on
Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 9am - 1pm.
Tel 01986 875941.
On Wednesdays and Fridays,
from 9am - 1pm, while working from home, the
Team Administrator can be contacted on:
07752 275328.
Or via email: office.bvtm@gmail.com
If your enquiry is urgent, please contact
the Revd Dominic Doble on 07743 554955

Blyth Valley Team Ministry
has joined the “Give a Little” online donation service.
Details of how you can make a donation to BVTM are on our
website: https://
www.blythvalleychurches.co.uk
or you can simply scan the QR code
printed here using your mobile device.
Your donation goes
towards the work of the
BVTM across the Team
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Worship in the Blyth Valley in August 2022
Service details
From the Rector
News from our Sister Churches
Halesworth dementia Carers’ Fund
Mothers’ Union.
Probus Club
Dreamscapes.
Dunamis #4
From the Ringing Chamber
Open the Book.
Churches Together
Young People and Reflection
Romans 1:11.
Cancer Research
FoSM Lunchtime Recital Review
Friends of St Mary’s - A little bit of history
BVTM Contacts
Letter to the Editor. Christian Aid
News from Town & Villages
Sign of the Fish
What’s On in the Area
St Mary’s Halesworth 2022 Concerts/
Events

Lectionary from almanac.oremus.org
Sunday 7th August
Traditional Communion – Eighth After Trinity
Romans 8: 12 – 17
Matthew 7: 15 – 21
Holy Communion – Eighth After Trinity
Hebrews 11: 1 – 16
Luke 12: 32 – 40
Sunday 14th August
Traditional Communion – Ninth After Trinity
1 Corinthians 10: 1 – 13
Luke 16: 1 – 9
Holy Communion – Ninth After Trinity
Hebrews 11: 29 – 12.2
Luke 12: 49 – 56
Sunday 21st August
Traditional Communion – Tenth After Trinity
1 Corinthians 12: 1 – 11
Luke 19: 41 – 47
Holy Communion – Tenth After Trinity
Hebrews 12: 18 – 29
Luke 13: 10 – 17
Sunday 28th August
Traditional Communion – Eleventh After Trinity
1 Corinthians 15: 1 – 11
Luke 18: 9 – 14
Holy Communion – Eleventh After Trinity
Hebrews 13: 1 – 16
Luke 14: 1 – 14
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Worship in the Blyth Valley in August 2022
CW – Year C
Continuous
Trinity

7th
CW & BCP –
8th After

14th
CW & BCP –
9th After

21st
CW & BCP –
10th After

28th
CW & BCP –
11th After

Halesworth
St Mary

8am
Traditional
Communion
Dominic

8am
Traditional
Communion
Dominic

8am
Traditional
Communion
Dominic

8am
Traditional
Communion
Dominic

10am TEAM SERVICE
Holy Communion
Dominic

10am
Traditional Communion
Linda

10am
Holy Communion
Vic

10am
Iona Worship
Jason

6pm Evensong
Dominic

6pm Evensong
Dominic

10am
Iona Worship
John
10am
Holy Communion
Dominic

10am
Holy Communion
Linda
10am
Pause for Thought
Anna

6pm Evensong
Dominic
St Peter Group
Holton
St Peter

10am
Morning Prayer
John

Wenhaston
St Peter
Bramfield
St Andrew

10am
Morning Prayer
Robert

Blyford
All Saints

10am
Morning Prayer
Robert

Thorington
St Peter

10am
Morning Prayer
Alison C

St Andrew Group
Wissett
St Andrew

10am
Morning Prayer
Diana
10am
Holy Communion
Alison

10am
Holy Communion
Linda

Cookley
St Michael

6pm TEAM SERVICE
Choral Evensong
Dominic

9.30am
Traditional Communion
Jonathan

Heveningham
St Margaret

10am
Holy Communion
Gini

Chediston
St Mary
Spexhall
St Peter

10am
Breakfast Church
David
10am
Morning Prayer
Veronica
10am
Holy Communion
Dominic

Linstead
St Margaret
St Michael Group

Huntingfield
St Mary
Walpole St Mary

10am
Morning Prayer
Vic
10am
Morning Prayer
Alison C
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Wenhaston Methodist Church
Minister: The Revd Peter Rayson
ALL SUNDAY SERVICES at 10.30am

AUGUST 2022
7th
14th
21st
28th

Julie Warren
LA
Thelma Waller
Revd Clive Sutcliffe HC

ALL WELCOME AT ANY SERVICE

St Edmund King & Martyr
Roman Catholic Church,
Church Farm Lane, Halesworth

Father Christopher Smith
Tel: 01502 723207
Email: Christopher.Smith@rcdea.org.uk
Please enquire about our Service times and details

Morning and Evening Prayer
with the Revd Dominic Doble,
from Tuesdays to Saturdays
(Live streamed and later audio on Dominic’s
YouTube channel)

On Mondays with the Revd Gini Williams

From

St Mary’s Church, Halesworth
In person, or join via:
8am Morning Prayer Zoom
Meeting ID - 883 5778 9092
Passcode - 607673
9pm Evening Prayer Zoom
Meeting ID - 850 0997 6304
Passcode - 825686

Halesworth & Bramfield URC
Minister: Revd Jon Sermon
Gathered worship continues (Sundays 11am). And we
have also re-started children and families’ activities in
the building, on Tuesdays. This has been very good, but
is now suspended for school holidays and will be back
even more fully in September. In the meantime, we
have the Holiday Club, Tuesday 3rd – Friday 6th August.

Services continue as follows:
Every Sunday: Worship @ 11am (join from
10.30am) and 6.30pm (join from 6pm)
Tuesday lunchtimes: 30 minute worship @
12.30pm (join from 12pm)
Every Friday: Prayer meeting @ 9.45am (join from
9.30am)
Messy Church and additional events
as announced.
Sunday mornings @ 11am specifically:
Sun 1st Aug Gathered in the church building (and
on Zoom)
Sun 8th Aug Gathered in the church building
Holiday Club all-age worship (and on Zoom)
Sun 15th Aug Gathered in the church building
(and on Zoom)
Sun 22nd Aug Gathered in the church building
(and on Zoom)
Sun 29th Aug Gathered in the church building
(and on Zoom)
Contacts:
Jon Sermon: 01986 873761 jon@sermons.me.uk
Judy Morton: 01502 724572
judy.morton@themortonpartnership.co.uk
Jo Moreira (for families and children)
jomohurc@gmail.com
Zoom Meeting ID: 776 – 044 – 1926,
Passcode: 811885

SERVICES AT ST MARY’S
HALESWORTH
10am Holy Communion,
every Wednesday.
8am Traditional Communion,
every Sunday.
6pm Evensong,
every Sunday
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From the Rector...
The summer holidays are upon us. A time to recover from
exams, to deliberately sit and do nothing, to visit friends,
pick up an old book or hobby. However we understand
the first of the two major accounts of creation in Hebrew
scripture, we find there that such resting is an important
part of God's instructions on how to lead a fulfilled life as a
creature. So holy-days are not only work-free that we may
worship; as in the traditional rural Christian no mow
Sabbath Sundays; but also times of rest that we may enjoy
re-creation.
May I encourage you firstly to rest. Or if this is not your
time to do so, do find some time. Block it out in your
diary. Ideally, like the wildlife that persists around us we
ought to have have daily, weekly and seasonal rhythms or
activity and rest. If we don't stop from time to time, our
well being and productivity drops away to the point of
becoming dangerous to those reliant on our efforts. I
thank God for organisations like the Halesworth dementia
Carers Fund whose respite offer can allow carers to take a
break.
'The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me
lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters;
he restores my soul.' (Psalm 23: 1 - 3).
This change of scene, change of company and change of
pace can lead us to change our minds. Holidaymakers may
decide to look for work in a new area. Holiday home
owners may decide to retire early. The accommodation's
air source heat pump, local recycling, our friend's new
photography interest, or a leaflet on healthy farming from
an attraction, may prompt a change of heart and action.
Whilst it may sound like work, reviewing who we are and
what we are about is a valuable element of down time.
Christianity is not alone in promoting this aspect of rest
offering 'retreats' at religious houses, or pilgrimages like
the Santiago de Compostela route. Or if you do have the
time or inclination for that, how about walking the St
Peter’s Holton labyrinth as a pint-sized version.
'Whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is
just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is
anything worthy of praise, think about these
things.' (Philippians 4: 8).
During our time off we may find ourselves queuing: at
check in, on motorways, behind caravans and trailers.
During these episodes of enforced rest we find ourselves
following others. We realise we are followers of leaders,

perhaps following the herd's media - and politician-driven
propensity to blame others. However, we have chosen to
be in this queue at this time. We may have chosen a
particular country, tax policy, affordable company, political
party, trade policy to be subject to. At home, or on
holiday, our communities' choices are part of the mix that
makes up the state of our lives and the life of the wider
world, its trade, society and environment. This recognition
of responsibility and attendant reaction to build back
better is called prophecy in religious terms. We may need
to self-sooth in the first instance, but then may decide to
change lanes, resign! or make a positive contribution to
mood or outcome amongst the community in which we
find ourselves stuck.
'For the time is coming when people having their ears
tickled, will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit
their own desires.' (from 2 Timothy 4: 3).
'May the Lord cut off all those whose tongue makes proud
boasts, because the needy groan. I will place them in
safety.' (parts of Psalm 12: 3 – 5).
Please enjoy your break whether you are visiting us or you
will be going away. I pray you find it restful and life
changing. Positively life changing not only for yourselves
but for the communities you both come from and go to, as
you return refreshed, revived and inspired!
Dominic

@densons.halesworth

07818 212978

ELECTRICAL & LIGHTING CONTRACTORS · HALESWORTH
www.pearce-kemp.co.uk · telephone 01986 872130 · enquiries@pearce-kemp.co.uk
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St Edmund King and Martyr Roman
Catholic Church Halesworth
The 6th August 1945, will be forever etched on the
collective memory of humanity as a very dark day in history,
marking as it does the dropping of the first atom bomb on
Japan. The dazzling light of that day shows us the depths to
which human beings can sink in seeking to bring about
destruction and the loss of human life on such a scale. The
6th August is also the day on which the Church celebrates
the Transfiguration of Jesus. We recall on this day, that
Jesus while he was at prayer was transfigured; the disciples
caught a glimpse of how things would be for Jesus in his
resurrection. It is a feast which also speaks of our own
dignity and destiny. After death it is our Christian hope, that
we too like Jesus will transfigured and will share his
resurrection glory. In this mysterious event which we call
the transfiguration, God the Father’s voice was heard, ‘This
is my beloved Son, listen to him’. That voice reminds us of
what the Christian life is about: heading the voice of the
Son of God and rooting in our lives his teaching. This is the
project that God has given us, which is both a lifetime’s
work and a daily endeavor.
On July 3rd, I spent a very pleasant evening as a guest of
the Halesworth Twinning Association. In spite of Covid, a
very convivial evening was spend with our friends from our
twinned towns in France and Germany. At supper I heard a
heartwarming story of friendship that took place in the
darkest days of the Second World War. A lady from
Bouchain told of how her Grandfather had been taken
prisoner at the beginning of the War and was set to work
on a German farm, far from being ill-treated as he had
expected, he was well treated and became friends with that
German farmer and his family. Thirty years after the end of
the war, the former French Soldier took his family back to
the village where he had been prisoner. For him it was a
second home coming, he and his family were treated like
long lost friends and that friendship between the two
families continues to this day. That to me is a moving story
about friendship and reconciliation, that transcends
hostility and stereotypical prejudices. A reminder that what
unites us as human beings, is greater than that which
divides us.
Fr Christopher Smith
Roman Catholic Priest of Southwold and Halesworth

HALESWORTH & BRAMFIELD
UNITED REFORMED CHURCHES
Revd Jon Sermon – Minister
Dear Friends,
In a recent worship service, I had been reading from Paul’s letter
to the Colossians and I based my preaching (partly) the a passage
Col 1: 15-23. We had also started looking at Colossians in a newly
formed home group.
The context (from v 1-14) is that Paul has heard about their faith,
in response to the preaching of the Gospel and, as a result, he is
constantly praying for them. He highlights some key points of the
Gospel message – that having accepted Christ, they (and we)
experience:
Faith & love, springing from hope; Sharing the inheritance of
God’s holy people; Are rescued from the Kingdom of darkness
and brought into the kingdom of the Son of God; Have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins
So, Paul prays for them (and us) to be strengthened, have
patience, bear fruit, give thanks… Then from v 15 he develops
the theme of why Jesus Christ deserves such a response of faith
and commitment to follow him. He is the image of the invisible
God, God’s fullness dwells in him, in everything he has
supremacy. He is the head of the body, the church, and (at v 17)
we get this remarkable statement: “He is before all things, and in
him all things hold together”.
The phrase, all things hold together is a powerful affirmation of
who Jesus really is. That is how many English Bible translations
render it, but we read from the Good News Bible and it was put
as “in him all things find their proper place”
The slightly different nuance of the way the phrase came over in
that moment prompted a remarkable time of prayer: I often
encourage people to pray their own prayers, aloud if they wish,
rather than only having prayers led from the front. Sometimes
they do so and this was one of several recent occasions that it
really seemed to ‘take off’. We were drawn into praying over
circumstances where things don’t seem to be ‘finding their
proper place’ like:
Russia/Ukraine; Refugee situations, Ukrainians and others;
Our nation in political turmoil, not knowing who will be prime
minister; The ‘cost of living crisis’; Ongoing issues about
climate change
We prayed also for those we know with healing needs, for our
contacts in Uganda and my forthcoming mission trip there…
The other reading had been Mary and Martha – the time Mary
“sat at Jesus’ feet” but Martha missed her help in the kitchen.
The way Jesus emphasised the importance of Mary receiving
spiritual food had touched a chord, chiming with the song we
had just sung, “As the deer pants for the water so my soul longs
after you…”. And someone expressed a sense of the priority of
seeking God, which again resonated with the whole group.
We were encouraged – and in turn want to encourage you all as
you read this: Spending time deliberately in God’s presence,
inviting him “fill us with the knowledge of his will, ‘through all
the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives” (back to Col
1, in this case v 9. The outcome is described in 10-12) is such a
good way to go.
Against the backdrop of all those things needing to ‘find their
proper place in Jesus’ we were encouraged, as we had also sung:
“To be in your presence, To sit at Your feet,
Where your love surrounds me
And makes me complete
This is my desire, O Lord, this is my desire.”
Blessings

Jon
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Halesworth dementia Carers’ Fund
(Charity No. 11770477)
The HDCF held its AGM on July 11th at The Stables, Angel
Hotel. 27 people attended, including the full committee, plus
representatives from the Town Council, Pear Tree Centre,
First Choice, Halesworth Volunteers and Friends of HDCF.
The election of officers took place, with Teresa Fyfe
continuing as Chair, Nikki Sawkins as Vice Chair, Iris Smith as
Treasurer, and new member and trustee Alison Cackett was
elected as Secretary. The rest of the committee were reelected en bloc, and there were no further nominations.
Paddy Cox was re-elected as Patron and Carer
representative.
Teresa thanked everyone for all their hard work over the last
year, paying tribute to retiring committee members Bill Ellis
and Sallyanne Cockrell. Particular thanks were expressed to
Dave Rich who is retiring from the post of Secretary and
Jackie Rich who is retiring from the position of Chair of the
Friends of HDCF. Both have been very involved since the
HDCF was first set up eight years ago, and have devoted so
much time and effort to supporting the work of the HDCF.
They will be sorely missed. They had been presented with a
large plant and plaque at the committee meeting held earlier
in the day.
The Chair’s Annual Report was presented and was accepted
unanimously. The Chair then invited Iris Smith to present the
full draft accounts for the year. These, too, were accepted
unanimously and have been referred to Lovewell Blake for
auditing.
The Chair thanked all our hard-working volunteers who run
the various group activities, and then invited Sophie Wood to
talk about the art group and Helen Hayes, from Swell Music,
to tell us about the singing with Friends sessions.

ADIVA UNISEX HAIR SALON
CREATIVE
HAIRDRESSING
STYLING
& COLOURING

01986 873829
26 QUAY STREET HALESWORTH SUFFOLK IP19 8ER

A PET’S BEST FRIEND
Animal sitting

Occasional and casual dog walking
Sarah Grimwood
9 Bigod Close, Halesworth, IP19 8SR
Tel: 01986 873592
Mob: 07895 025174
Email:frary8sr@btinternet.com
Insured & DBS checked

Before closing the AGM Chair Teresa told members of a new
100+ Club being set up by Anna Mickleburgh and Jackie
Richardson to raise funds for the HDCF. The appropriate
licence has been obtained and the first draw will take place
in October. Numbers will be £5 each, and over 40% of
monthly money will go in prizes.
Fund Raising
We are very grateful to all those who work so hard to raise
money for us. Recent donations include £64 raised by the
Sibton White Horse at their recent quiz night; £241 raised at
a WI curling event, and £443 raised by Janet Heath of
Linstead at a recent Chari-TEA garden party. These
magnificent donations do so much to help us continue our
work in the community and we thank all concerned for such
wonderful generosity.
Golf Day
In conjunction with Halesworth Golf Club, we shall be
running a Golf Day on Sunday 25th September. More details
will be coming shortly, but we do hope for great support at
this event, and thank the Golf Club.
John Wood

Page 8

August 2022

Blyth Valley Times

Halesworth and
District Probus Club
Last month some of our members enjoyed a super afternoon
as we joined with Wenhaston for the Wave of Prayer, when
we especially remember our link dioceses of Lake Malawi,
Byumba in Rwanda, Jalingo in Nigeria and the Women’s
prayer group in Lucknow, Northern India. The weather was
perfect, the garden lovely and the afternoon tea especially
delicious. Our thanks to Jane Gamble and her helpers for
hosting this.
Thank you to those who have supported our last two coffee
mornings. We were pleased to welcome a number of visitors
who enjoyed the opportunity for coffee and cake. Our next
coffee morning will be on Wednesday 31st August, after the
10am service, at 10 .30am when I hope that members will be
able to come and perhaps bring a friend, as everyone is most
welcome.
Win Sutton
Branch Leader. Tel: 01986 875225
Email: win.sutton28@gmail.com

Our last monthly lunch was on Monday 4th July at The Angel
Hotel, Halesworth. Chair John Wood welcomed all to the
meeting and invited Mike Denny to say Grace. After that he
introduced our guest speakers. They were Ken Penrose and
James Hewett, Co–Chairmen of the Halesworth to Southwold
Narrow Gauge Railway Society.

HALESWORTH TOY SHOP

The speakers were thanked by Past President Paddy Cox.

The Thoroughfare
Halesworth
Suffolk
IP19 8AH

Tel: 01986 874270.

He also welcomed back after lockdown Ken Harris, and two
new members, David and Janet Sochon.
Following lunch the speakers gave a history of the railway
which ran from Halesworth to Southwold, with stops at
Mells, Wenhaston, Blythburgh and Walberswick – a distance
of eight miles.
The railway was opened in 1879 and closed in 1929. Old
photographs showed ladies dressed up in “Ascot Mode”
dresses. Passengers were either 1st or 3rd class, with 1st
class passengers having straw on the floor of their carriages
in winter. The trains also carried goods in open wagons.
Our monthly lunches take place on the first Monday
monthly, and we have speakers already booked up to and
including January next year.
Future events include an Afternoon Tea at the Ancient
House, Halesworth, on August 15th.

Email: halesworthtoys@aol.com

David Prime

Stella @ KHG
KHG, Town Rooms,
The Thoroughfare, Halesworth IP19 8LQ

Tel: 0753 4127153
TRADITIONAL FAMILY RUN
FISHMONGERS
No 3, Market Place
Halesworth

07376 867113
FOX’S CARDS AND BALLOONS
Choose from our extensive range of

GREETINGS CARDS
45 THE THOROUGHFARE,
HALESWORTH

Tel 07930 275126
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Dunamis Project # 4:
The Healing Ministry of Jesus

Dreamscapes
audience came from
holidaymakers from Portugal.

a

wide

area

including

White,
Alice's partner. She was accompanied by Susan Hoad on the
piano.
in German, French, Italian and English.
The first three were written by German composers Hugo
Wolf (Das Verlassane Magdlein), Richard Wagner (Traume)
and Clara Schumann (lch stand in dunklen Traume).

by
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composers, Frank Bridge (Come

to me in
sheets).
Tosti
(Chai il bel sogno di Doretta).
interval.
and supported Alice.
her partner, tenor Alexander White who recently
gained a MA Honours degree in Music at Trinity Laban will be
giving a concert at St Andrew's Church in Trowse, near
Norwich on Saturday 20th August at 3pm.

Belsey Bridge, Ditchingham NR35 2DZ
3rd - 7th October 2022
Jesus Christ brought wholeness to many people and in a
variety of ways – a tangible expression of God’s love and
power. Healing was a feature of the early church’s life and
can be for us, too, because the same Holy Spirit is still at
work today. Yet many Christians today have little first-hand
experience of how to participate in healing through
cooperating with the Holy Spirit. This conference will give
you Biblical foundations and practical instruction to help you
learn how to participate in Jesus’ healing ministry. We will
cover topics like: Biblical foundations for healing ministry;
How the Holy Spirit continues Jesus’ healing work; Spiritual,
inner and relational healing; Jesus’s ministry of physical
healing. Join us for this life-changing event and discover how
much more God can do in and through you!
This opportunity is brought by a team led by the Revd Jon
Sermon, the local URC minister and Chair of Churches
Together in this area. It is for all who want to grow in this
area, part of an inter-denominational and International
ministry.
Bookings are open now and it would be good to secure
places early. Go to www.dunamis.org.uk or ask Jon Sermon
for more details.

The
Rumburgh
Buck
REAL ALES, REAL FOOD, REAL PUB
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
FOOD SERVED DAILY 12pm - 2pm & 5pm - 8pm

Mill Road, Rumburgh,
Halesworth IP19 0NT

Tel: 01986 785257
www.rumburghbuck.co.uk

Tel: 01986 872882
Email: mail@mgcservices.org
www.halesworthplumbingandheating.com

PLUMBING & HEATING
New Boilers, Complete Heating Systems, Servicing (Natural Gas & LPG), Landlords Gas Safety Records,
Legionella Risk Assessments, Showers, Bathrooms & General Plumbing, Project Management

Gas safe no 179798
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DELIVERY PEOPLE REQUIRED! (Please!)
We are seeking a volunteer please to deliver the
monthly Blyth Valley Times to local subscribers.
The door-to-door delivery round consists of 16
Halesworth addresses located in Holmere Drive,
Roman Way, Harepark Close, Clay Hills, Allington Road,
Beech House, Dukes Drive, Dakings Drift and Barley
Meadow.
Also required:
Volunteer delivery co-ordinator for WENHASTON
subscribers please.
Ideally we would like to have the position(s) filled in
time for the distribution of next month’s edition,
published on Thursday 25th August.
If you can assist with either vacancy, we would be very
grateful! Please contact Carolyn in the Blyth Valley
Team office. The office is open from 9am-1pm,
Tuesdays to Fridays. (On Tuesdays and Thursdays, the
office is staffed in St Mary’s church, Halesworth).
Telephone 01986 875941/07752 275328.
Email: blyth.valley.times@gmail.com

SINGTONG NEEYOM
THAI RESTAURANT
Delicious Take-aways available from 5pm-8pm
Call anytime on

01986 873737
Lunchtime orders also by prior arrangement

37 Thoroughfare, Halesworth IP19 8LE

From the
Ringing Chamber
At last, someone has answered the call! Pete and I have been
spending several hours a week teaching two promising,
enthusiastic ladies to ring – you may have seen us if you’ve
been in St Mary’s, although you won’t have heard a lot as
Pete has tied the clapper of the fourth bell securely so we
don’t drive everyone mad with constant donging. Alex and
Natalie are both progressing well, but have discovered it is a
long slow process from a standing start to being remotely
useful!
It's been good to have Matthew and Rosie back from
university/school for the summer to boost the squad, the
downside being that it takes even longer to order a round in
the pub on Tuesday nights! Talking of boosting numbers, I
was amazed that the last 8-bell practice at Halesworth drew
an impressive 17, two from Beccles and a visitor from
Hertfordshire, but the rest from the Blyth Valley Team. It was
just one of those rare occasions when everyone could come:
if only it were like that all the time!
PJG

Remnants
Fabrics to suit all your needs for clothing, curtains or upholstery.
Wide range in stock, plus sample books to choose from.
An Aladdin’s Cave of Haberdashery, Ribbons, Zips, Bindings,
Buttons, Braids, Trimmings, Felt, Sequins, Beads
and much more.
Fur Fabric, Toy Filling, Wadding, Muslin, Cushions.
Alterations to clothes and curtains, replacement zips.

Make-up service available on all fabrics.
Friendly, helpful service.
Open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday:
9am - 1pm and 2pm - 4pm.
Saturday 9am - 1pm. (Thursday closed)
55 The Thoroughfare, Halesworth

Tel 01986 874306

Joy Sewell

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER

Nail cutting • Callus/hard skin treatment
Corns • Verruca • Fungal nails
Diabetic care • General foot care
Foot moisturising and massage
Domiciliary visits - Treatment in the comfort of
your own home

Insured and DBS checked

Member of the

Email:
joysewellfhp@gmail.com
Telephone:
07719 052650
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Open the Book at
Bramfield Primary
School
At Bramfield Primary we enjoy our visits from the Open the
Book Team. The children like being able to join in with
acting and speaking, sometimes they get to dress up, too.
It is a great way to learn different stories from the bible and
it is a lovely reflective time for the whole school including
the adults. The team are always so friendly.
“I like open the book because I get to meet new people and
do some acting.” EK
“I enjoy open the book because I get to learn about Jesus.”
ST
“I like open the book because it is great to have people back
in school again and not on a screen.” DC
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News from
Churches
Together
It has been my honour, privilege and pleasure to serve
as chair of Churches Together for the last three years.
But it became appropriate for me to set this down
(while remaining actively involved and supportive).
So, I am delighted to let you all know that at the AGM
we have just held, the role of chair has passed to the
Revd Dominic Doble.
Look out for exciting updates as he leads us forward!
Blessings
Jon

LIFE EVENTS
From the Registers IN JUly
FUNERALS/burial of ashes
Jennifer Irene Stephenson at Wissett
Doris Mouzer at Holton
Gerald Thomas Lockwood at Halesworth
Albert Stanley Kerslake at Waveney Crematorium
Thelma Jean Mullett at Waveney Crematorium
Ruth Bromley at Bramfield
Charles Geoffrey Cairnes at Halesworth Chapel

Jeffery & Associates

OPTICIANS
jandaopticians.co.uk

4 - 5 Rectory Street, Halesworth
Opposite the Library

Digital Photography
Glaucoma & Diabetic Screening
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Young People and Reflection
On a hot, sticky Tuesday, Years 5 & 6 from Holton Primary
School visited St Peter’s Church, Holton to experience a time
of quiet reflection.
Many children and young people experience very little quiet
time in their lives. This was an opportunity to explore how to
be still and peaceful.
The young people were divided into groups and took part in
four short workshops:
 Walking the Labyrinth
 Reflecting on the colour green in the landscape
 Exploring thoughts and feelings about busy and
peaceful places

straight after school to walk the Labyrinth again. Other
children noticed the nature around them as they walked.
The children wrote some lovely prayers which we hope to
display in the church. As is often the way with young people,
their prayers are both simple and thought-provoking:
“Dear God, I hope for world peace. And for making Maisy
better, Thank you for making the sun rise other wise it would
be very dark. Are men, Abby.”
“To God or Jesus or whoever is up there, thank you for
making horses they are very majestic. From Neve.”
“Dear God or Jesus or any of the saints, please may you stop
the war in Ukraine.”

 An introduction to prayer.
The young people were
thoughtful and open to new
experiences.
In particular, we explained
how the Labyrinth was
somewhere they could come
and walk whenever they
wanted to, especially if they
felt stressed or angry as it
can be a place to help them
think through a problem.
Several of them shared how
calming the experience had
been and one girl returned

Holton Primary have
already expressed the
wish to repeat the
workshop, and we hope
to offer it to other
primary schools next
academic year.
My thanks to the Revd
Linda Berry, also Eileen
Salmon, Joan Horbury
and Jackie Watts for
their sensitive support of
this event.
Revd Alison Alder
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Prayer Request for

… and their visit to Uganda
Some of you already know, but many may not:
Romans 1.11 Trust is a small UK based charity, fostering
mutual encouragement between the UK and Africa. The
ethos taken from Paul writing to the Romans “I long to see
you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you
strong – that is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged
by each other’s faith” (Ch 1 v11-12).
I (Jon Sermon – Halesworth URC minister) am Chair of
Trustees. In Uganda we support churches, church run schools
and orphanages and run a pastor training scheme.
We have 10 main areas to visit, we expect to be preaching in
at least eight churches, visiting eight or nine schools and
giving mentoring sessions to two groups of students on the
pastor training course.
I already have a group of dedicated pray-ers, acting as
intercessors, praying for the trip. If you want to join them,
receive a copy of the itinerary and email updates, please ask
me (jon@sermons.me.uk). You can also access more
information at www.romans111.org.uk
Jon (Rev Jon Sermon)
Halesworth URC minister and Chair of trustees
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HALESWORTH BRANCH
OF CANCER RESEARCH
Hello everyone, we have quite a quiet time with our
fundraising over the summer, but we had a very successful
street collection at the end of June. Thank you to all the
committee and volunteers who gave up an hour (or two) to
collect for us either in the town or at the Co-op.
A massive thank you to everyone who stopped and popped
some money into our collecting goblets.
With your generosity we raised a fantastic £697.05
We don’t have anything planned now until October which
will be our Jumble Sale in Holton & Blyford Village Hall, but
before this Wenhaston Flower Club will be hosting a Charity
Night for us in Wenhaston Village Hall, also in October. It is
very generous of them to donate the event to The
Halesworth Branch of Cancer Research. Please look out for
more information about both events nearer the time.
Nina has very kindly agreed to sell our Christmas cards again
this year and she now has the catalogue and will be ordering
a selection, so Nina will be touch with her regular customers
shortly. If you would like to buy some of our Charity cards
and diaries and you haven’t before, just get in touch with
me. (telephone number below).
We hope you all have a glorious summer and look forward
to seeing you all again at our events in the autumn.
Dawn Davis
Halesworth Branch of Cancer Research
01986 873640

Blyth Valley Times
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Wide selection of current titles
Out of print book search/ordering
Supply of CD’s and DVD’s
Wide selection of cards and gift wrap

August 2022

Friends of St Mary’s
Lunchtime Recital Review
13th July - The Wainford Four

42 Thoroughfare, Halesworth IP19 8AR
Telephone: 01986 873840
halesworthbookshop@gmail.com

HALESWORTH STATIONERS

FOR ALL YOUR PERSONAL AND BUSINESS STATIONERY
ART & CRAFT MATERIALS, GREETING CARDS & GIFTS
INKJET CARTRIDGES & COMPUTER ACCESSORIES
PHOTOCOPYING AND FAX SERVICE
OPENING TIMES UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE:
MONDAY TO SATURDAY 10AM - 3PM. (CLOSED THURSDAY)
57 THOROUGHFARE, HALESWORTH IP19 8AR

TEL/FAX 01986 873742

THE HUNTSMAN
& HOUNDS
Stone Street, Spexhall IP19 0RN

Tel 01986 781341
E: info@huntsmanandhounds.com

Home-cooked meals available daily
Warm and friendly welcome

NO BAD FEET
Susan Fitch, A.H.C.P.
FOOTCARE SPECIALIST PRACTITIONER
Let me help to keep your feet happy
and healthy
TREATMENTS AVAILABLE:
DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE, INGROWN TOENAILS
CORNS, VERRUCAS, CALLUSES,
PAINFUL HARD SKIN
THICK NAIL TRIMMING AND FILING
GENERAL FOOT HEALTH CARE
AND FOOT TIDYING

PHONE 01986 872067
MOBILE 07497 371073
I AM AVAILABLE FOR HOME VISITS
BY APPOINTMENT
Advertise in Blyth

Valley Times

from only £48 for 12 issues.
Please telephone 01986 875941 for further information.
Email: blyth.valley.times@gmail.com

Over 30 of us enjoyed a brief respite from the heat to sit and
listen to a programme of music and poetry – a first for our
lunchtime recital series and thoroughly enjoyed based on
comments received. The Wainford Four consist of Lynne
Nesbit (soprano), Shirley Smith (alto, often seen in the
audience at our recitals and greatly appreciated assisting with
recital reviews, so it was nice to see her on the other side this
time!), Christopher Greenhill (baritone) and accompanied by
Diane Dungate on the piano. Their name was decided upon
due to Wainford being the title before 1948 of the
Registration District covering the areas of Beccles,
Worlingham and Reydon in which they live.
We were taken through music from Early One
Morning and Afton Water (the latter by Robert Burns), both
arranged by Alexander L’Estrange to Bring Him
Home from Les Misérables; Moon River from Breakfast at
Tiffany’s; Danny Boy and finishing with The lark In the clear
air. In between songs the audience were treated to poetry
beautifully read by Lynne Nesbit including Sure on this shining
night – a mystical poem by James Agee, set to music by
Samuel Barber, arranged Dick Averre. Other poems
included
Brenda’s
garden;
www.BugsandBlossoms.
com; Grass and The lark ascending. Sweltering set in a storm
during a humid night was fairly apt for the day considering
the weather outside! Thank you to everyone who attended,
whether as the recitalists, audience or helpers.
Next recital at St Mary’s, Halesworth: Wednesday 10th
August by St Mary’s Handbell Ringers, 12.30pm. A recital
with a chance of audience participation!

USING THE RAILWAY?
A new website by Derek Newby tells some of the history of
his family members who were born in Halesworth and
remained there for most of their lives. He highlights his
brother Donald's determination to prevent the Ipswich to
Lowestoft railway line from being closed and the fact that
Halesworth has a railway connection to London, an incentive
to many people seeking to live or retire to the area.
The website also tells of his father's memories in the books
he wrote on the history of The Patrick Stead Hospital,
Independency in Halesworth and District, and some
historical facts and stories of old Halesworth.
Visit: www.newbysofhalesworth.com
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Friends of St Mary’s - St Mary The Virgin Church Halesworth
- A little bit of history: Church Crawlers* – Part 1
In June just gone some 19 local Church Crawlers visited the
churches of Halesworth; the group was started some 12 or so
years ago by June Brereton of Bramfield, (who has recently
moved away), and is now ably led by Jan & Ken Derham. Each
month, from April to October, the group visits two local-ish
churches to explore history, architecture, furnishings, local
history, and the place of the church in the landscape.
This time the group started at St Mary’s to enjoy a tour focussed
on the many aspects of heraldry therein. A real treat allowed
rare access to the vestry to see the large Royal Arms used by the
Georges from 1714-1801 when George III was appointed Elector
of Hanover, becoming one of the princes who elected the Holy
Roman Emperor; it would have hung in the main church. Also
seen was the hatchment of John Keble, who died in 1650,
leaving land for the benefit of the poor in Halesworth. For those
intrepid enough there was also the opportunity to climb the
tower to see the bells and the clock mechanism.
The group then progressed in true tourist fashion round the
church, across Market Place, and so to the United Reformed
Church at the Quay Street roundabout, passing present and
former churches and taking in church related points of interest.
First, on leaving St Mary’s by the south door, and about ten
paces slightly to the right of the tree ahead there stands a rare
cast iron head marker to one “Wil Hopson died Dec 1816”.
Just up the road from here, in Church Farm Lane, is the Roman
Catholic Church. An influx of military personnel in WW2,
particularly air force personnel from the USAF, led to celebration
of Mass in various places in town, the first in a post office on 24
Dec 1942. In 1950 the church purchased the 1864 former police
station at 37 The Thoroughfare (now a Thai restaurant). A
Catholic family lived on the ground floor; a worship space for 7080 was created on the upper. In 1958 the congregation moved
to the new Wearing & Hastings built, St Edmund King & Martyr
Catholic Church.
In Steeple End are the former alms-houses endowed by William
Cary, whose ledger stone is in St Mary’s. Built in 1686 and used

until just after WW2, they later housed the library and the
museum, and now the Halesworth Gallery and Dee’s Den charity
shop.
Moving on and glancing along London Road can just be seen is
the old Methodist Church currently being converted into a day
centre for the elderly. This building dates from 1877; the
Methodists first met in 1835, using a vacated C18 independent
chapel from 1836.
Continuing round St Mary’s is passed Porch House (from 1580 to
1720), the building now known as Dairy Farm and Gothic House
and next door to the old chantry farm, with a magnificent tithe
barn tucked away at the rear; it was the seat of a branch of the
Bedingfield family.
Further round again, and opposite the Old Police Station is
Crabtree House, a Memorial Home endowed in 1859 in memory
of his wife Mary by John Crabtree, (whose memorial stained
glass window is in St Mary’s). Thought to be on the site of the
former Chantry House and for 4 poor widows, each had 2 rooms
and 5 shillings (25p) a week. A text can be seen on the wall: “The
memory of the just is blessed.” Proverbs Ch.10, v.7. It was used
up to 1994 when it was sold by the Halesworth Unappropriated
Charities Committee.
The tour continued towards Market Place, passing the war
memorial, unveiled and dedicated on 6 March 1921, now
remembering 69 Halesworth men who died in WW1 and 21 in
WW2. A life-size metal outline of a soldier stands guard with
bowed head, surrounded by the arboretum, a tribute to William
Jackson Hooker and Joseph Dalton Hooker whose memorial
stone is in St Mary’s; father and son, they were successively first
directors of Kew,. To be cont.
Jenny Janes
* Noun. (informal) A person who is strongly interested, in an
amateur capacity, in ecclesiology, church architecture,
history and church art, and visits churches in order to view
the buildings for themselves, as opposed to visiting them for
religious reasons. Wiktionary
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The Blyth Valley Ministry Team

The Revd
Dominic Doble
Team Rector

The Revd
Gini Williams
Team Vicar

The Revd
Alison Alder
Assistant Priest

The Revd
Linda Berry
Assistant Curate

The Rectory,
Highfield Road,
Halesworth, IP19 8SJ
Tel: 01986 948968
Mobile: 07743 554955
Email:
dominic.doble@
phonecoop.coop
(Off duty: Mondays)

The Vicarage,
Beccles Road,
Holton, IP19 8NG
Tel: 01986 875541
Mobile: 07572 872512
Email:
rev.giniwilliams@
godsearth.co.uk
(Off duty: Fridays)

Oakhurst,
Blackheath Road
Wenhaston,
IP19 9HD
Tel: 01502 478855
Mobile: 07584 416277
Email:
alisonalder@hotmail.co.uk
(Off duty: Thurs & Fri)

Old Post Office,
The Street,
Huntingfield,
IP19 0PU
Tel: 01986 798165
Email:
revd.linda@huntingfield.uk

The Revd Vic Hopkins
Honorary Associate Priest
Tel: 01986 875934
Email: csninefour@btinternet.com
The Revd David Sochon
Tel: 01986 781151

Honorary Associate Priest

(Off duty: Mon & Tues)

CHURCHWARDENS
PARISH

CHURCHWARDEN

CONTACT

Blyford

Alison Cackett

01986 874442

Email: davidsochon@googlemail.com

Bramfield

01986 784206

The Revd Anna Wright
Honorary Associate Priest
Tel: 01502 478411
Email: wrightsphere@gmail.com

Dawn Munnings
(PCC Secretary)

Chediston

Jo Wareham

07711 066727

Cookley

Jane Evers

01986 785209

Halesworth

Jason Busby

01986 873336

Heveningham

Contact Dominic

07743 554955

Holton

John Hewlett
Chris Knevett

01986 875913
01986 872467

Huntingfield

Emma Ward

01986 785343

Linstead

Malcolm Heath

01986 785289

Spexhall

Keith Noakes

07939 527340

Thorington

Mike Gower

01502 478078

Walpole

Ken Allen
Lee Hill

01986 784240
07713 450078

Wenhaston

Jonathan Alder

01502 478855

Wissett

Geoffrey Kiddy
Nick Evans

01986 873173
01986 872372

Fr Jonathan Olanczuk
Tel: 01502 470079. Email: olanczuk@me.com

Priest

Diana Gardiner
Reader
Tel: 01986 784174. Email: osmg.diana@gmail.com

TEAM LAY ELDERS
Jason Busby
Alison Cackett
Robert Gamble
Malcolm Heath
John Hewlett
Eileen Salmon
Janet Walkey

01986 873336
jasonbusby@yahoo.co.uk
01986 874442
acackett@me.com
01502 478682
rwagamble@gmail.com
01986 785289
mlheath@aol.com
01986 875913
johnfhewlett@btinternet.com
07938 199067
01986 872594
janetwalkey@hotmail.com
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Letter to the Editor
I was interested in the article in the June issue of BVTimes all
about Revd and Mrs Hulbert who were in Halesworth just after
the war.
Revd Hulbert officiated at our wedding in September 1956 and
it was probably one of the last such ceremonies he conducted,
as the article says the Hulberts moved to Norwich that year.
Revd Hulbert was assisted by Revd Louis Wormald who was
curate in charge at my home parish of Chediston and also Revd
Clive Pare, an uncle of mine who was headmaster of the choir
school at Canterbury. You couldn’t move for Parsons in
Halesworth church that day!
I vaguely remember the big performance of Handel’s Messiah
organised by Mrs Hulbert to celebrate the Queen’s Coronation
in 1953, but being a teenage lad awaiting call up for national
service, my musical tastes veered more towards Frankie Laine’s
“Answer Me”, a chart topper around that time, rather than
Handel.
Lord and Lady Rugby were among those mentioned in A Nony
Mouse’s extract from Vi Hulbert’s booklet and curiously it was
the Rugby’s butler, Mr Holman, who drove us to Ipswich station
for the journey to the big smoke for our three day honeymoon.
A large part of this was spent visiting my new wife’s relatives
who were dotted around the capital, but we did go to the
Palladium where Alma Cogan was top of the bill. Anyone
remember her?
John Parson

Blyth Valley Times
published monthly by the Blyth Valley Team Ministry.

Deadline for ALL copy for the
SEPTEMBER 2022 edition issue is:

Wednesday 17th August 2022
Publishing date: Thursday 25th August 2022
Advertising: 01986 875941.
Mobile: 07752 275328.
Email: blyth.valley.times@gmail.com
BVTM - TEAM MINISTRY OFFICE:

office.bvtm@gmail.com
BLYTH VALLEY TIMES: blyth.valley.times@gmail.com
Office hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9am - 1pm.
Tel 01986 875941 or 07752 275328
Please note the Team Administrator is currently working in
the office in St Mary’s church on Tuesdays and Thursdays,
and working from home on Wednesdays and Fridays.
Karen Wynne Evans
Team Choir Director
Tel: 01986 873431
Email: karen.wynne.evans@virgin.net
Jason Busby
Organist - Halesworth, Holton and Team
Tel: 01986 873336. Mobile: 07817 863533
Email: jasonbusby@yahoo.co.uk
Philip Gorrod
Contact for bell ringers across the Team
Tel: 01986 875354
Email: pjg@hhhh.me.uk
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Thank you from Christian Aid
We’re delighted to share with you an update from Jessica.
Since we saw her last September, Jessica has faced several
challenges including persistent harsh weather but also, most
sadly, the death of her husband Phanuel. Despite these
hardships, Jessica remains resilient, 'I hope for a better
future for my family and for our living standards to
improve.’
Jessica shared with us some of the support she is receiving
from our Partners, 'I received several trainings from BRACT
that include Climate Smart Agriculture concepts, village
savings group, Quinoa production, chicken egg management
and Hay making. The village savings concept helped me...
when my husband died.’
She sends a heartfelt message to supporters in the UK.
It is truly heart-warming to see how Christian Aid can help
people like Jessica.
Watch her story at www.christianaid.org
The film shows people working the land, providing for
themselves, and having hope for a future.
The total money raised in the Halesworth area during
Christian Aid Week (May 15th - 21st) was £3385.95.
Jackie Watts

Team Council Contacts
Geoffrey Kiddy: Lay Chair of Team Council
Tel: 01986 873173. Email: mail@wissettlodge.co.uk
Pedro Cockerton: Team Treasurer
Tel: 01986 873431.
Email: treasurer.bvtm@gmail.com
Carolyn Clarke: Clerk to Team Council & Team
Administrator.
Tel: 01986 875941 or 07752 275328.
Email: office.bvtm@gmail.com

ECUMENICAL CLERGY
The Revd Peter Rayson
Wenhaston Methodist Church Minister
38 Ashburnham Way, Carlton Colville NR33 8SJ
Tel: 01502 560178
Email: revpeterrayson@gmail.com
Jon Sermon
URC Minister, Halesworth & Bramfield URC,
Quay Street, Halesworth IP19 8EP
Tel: 01986 873761
Email: jon@sermons.me.uk
Father Christopher Smith
Roman Catholic Priest
St Edmund King & Martyr
Roman Catholic Church, Halesworth IP19 8SY
Tel: 01502 723207
Email: Christopher.Smith@rcdea.org.uk
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News from Town & Villages
Blyford
Correspondent
Alison Cackett 01986 874442
acackett@me.com

Bramfield
Correspondent
Joanna Wilkinson 07986 217868
joanna.wilkinson6@gmail.com
St Andrew’s Church,
Bramfield
has joined the “Give a Little” online
donation service.
Details of how you can make a
donation are on our website: https://
www.blythvalleychurches.org.uk/
st-andrews-church-bramfield
or you can scan the QR code printed
here using your mobile device.

Ride + Stride for Churches
This year's bike ride or walk is on
Saturday 10th September. Visit unique
historic buildings, see beautiful
countryside, get some exercise and
have fun with the family!
Ride + Stride for churches is a
sponsored bike ride or walk between
churches, exploring and enjoying the
countryside
from
Cornwall
to
Northumberland. It takes place every
year on the second Saturday in
September. The money raised helps to
repair churches, chapels and meeting
houses
throughout
England.
It's great fun - we've ridden our tandem
around local villages and towns for
many years now and we've explored
some wonderful churches and chapels.
Please contact me if you'd like to take
part or would like more information.
We're also looking for volunteers to sit
in the church for an hour or so on the
day to sign riders and walkers in.
Chris Collins
chris@chriscollins.co.uk

CIRCLE 67
As I hope many of you know, Circle 67
is your local amateur theatre group.
We’re based at Bramfield Village Hall,
where we rehearse and keep our
wardrobe.
As our name implies, we were
founded in 1967 and we normally put
on three productions a year, two of
them “inside” (in village halls and
theatres) and one “outside” (the
Shorter Shakespeare that we’ve
toured around local pub gardens,
castles, commons, etc. every nonCovid year since 1984). This year
we’ve already toured my translation of
Molière’s “The Miser” around local
halls and The Cut and until Sunday
31st July we’re on the road with this
year’s Shorter Shakespeare, about an
hour of “The Tempest”.
Our next project is a home-grown
adaptation of the Greek story of
Electra which we’ll be performing in
Bramfield Village Hall on Monday 9
January next year before touring
locally. If you are familiar with Greek
tragedy, our ‘Electra’ will come as a
welcome relief. It follows the success
of our take on ‘Antigone’ a few years
ago and tells the story of the
victorious Agamemnon returning to
Greece from the Trojan war with a
concubine hidden in his baggage.
Forget your preconceptions of serious
tragedy and discover there is
amusement in the most unlikely
places. We’re always looking for new
members, so if you might be
interested in joining, contact us on
info@circle67.co.uk
Chris Collins

Chediston
Correspondent
Sally Aldous 01986 873363
After the excitement of the Platinum
Jubilee there is so little news this
month.

Chediston & Linstead WI
Our speaker for July 12th was unable
to come due to illness. However,
Irene stepped into the breach with an
informative talk on her recently
published fiction book Scents of

Opportunity. (A twist and turn tale
about the relationship between the
characters Simon and Joanna).
Some of us have read this and she took
us through the whole process of writing
to publishing, commenting on her trials
and tribulations. The book is available
at Halesworth Bookshop. Afterwards
we enjoyed, as always, a delicious tea.
For our next meeting on August 9th – a
slight change from a garden meeting to
a 3pm tea party in Linstead Village Hall.
Everyone is asked to contribute.

Fantastic free summer event for
children and grandchildren of
Chediston & Linstead families:
Children’s Afternoon at Chediston
Church – Wednesday 3rd August
1.30pm – 3.30pm.
We would love for you to join us at St
Mary’s Church for:
Snake spotting
Bug hunting
Seed collecting
Nature trail & ice cream
Big butterfly count
RSVP: Joanna Wareham: 07711
066727: Call or text.

Suffolk Churches Ride and Stride –
Saturday 10th September
This annual event takes place at St
Mary’s and other churches all over
Suffolk. Monies raised are divided
equally between a nominated church
and the SHCT and assist in maintaining
these historic buildings. It would be
good if we could have more cyclists
from Chediston taking part.
Sponsorship forms are available from
me (SA 01986 873363) and I will also
put some at the back of Chediston
church. Volunteers are needed to sit in
the church to welcome the visitors &
sign their sponsor sheets. Drinks &
refreshments will be available – please
let me know if you are able to help.

BVTimes Subscriptions
We are in the process of reconciling all
the subs – anyone who hasn’t paid yet
please let me know, thank you. SA
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John Burton
John Burton, who lived in Chediston for
several years, died on 22nd May 2022.
He and his wife, Viv, founded the
International charity, World Land Trust,
in 1989, based in Halesworth. The
charity raised more than £50m to
purchase and protect land in Africa,
Asia and Central and South America.
Condolences to Viv, daughter Lola, and
brother Nick who survive him.

Blyth Valley Times
listened and absorbed a collection of
classical songs and arias with the
evening coming to a close with Chi il bel
sogno di Doretta from Puccini’s opera
La Rondine (1917). Sarah and I were
sitting next to the font and the sound of
music was bringing people up to the
doors to see what was going on,
inspired I’m sure. We thank Alice and
her team for coming to St Mary’s and
we hope to see her again in the future.

Cookley
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A Service of Thanksgiving to celebrate
the life of Julie Dunn took place in
Halesworth URC on July 21st. An
honour to be invited to play, Julie had
been the pianist of the music group at
the URC for more than 20 years. Hymns
sung Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,
the King of creation, Make me a
channel of your peace, Love divine and
In Christ alone my hope is found. With
music by Purcell and Vaughan Williams.
Julie was a quiet lady always with a
smile on her face but we made a
triumphant noise in the URC. Rest in
peace Julie and rise in glory.

St Michael & All Angels Church,
Cookley
has joined the “Give a Little” online
donation service.
Details of how you can make a
donation are on our website: https://
www.blythvalleychurches.org.uk/
st-michael-and-all-angels-cookley
or you can scan the QR code printed
here using your mobile device.

Halesworth
Correspondent Jason Busby
01986 873336
St Mary’s Church,
Halesworth
has joined the “Give a Little” online
donation service.
Details of how you can make a
donation are on our website: https://
www.blythvalleychurches.org.uk/
st-marys-church-halesworth
or you can scan the QR code printed
here using your mobile device.

Music sits at the heart of our worship,
from those praising God in mighty
Cathedrals to those in tiny chapels. Four
occasions this past month have moved
me, lifted my spirits all with music.
Firstly we welcomed Soprano Alice
Howell and pianist Susan Hoad to St
Mary’s on July 9th for an evening of
music based on dreams. Sixty people

It is always a privilege to play the organ
at a funeral, celebrating the life of a
Christian soul. On July 5th, Gerald
Thomas Lockwood was lifted to God
with two hymns Abide with me and The
Lord’s my Shepherd. Other music during
service was by Katherine Jenkins, the
theme from The Magnificent Seven and
a piece called Beautiful Isle of
Somewhere by Trudi Lalor and
Philomena Keyes. May Gerald rest in
peace and rise in glory.

The fourth occasion which wasn’t
actually in St Mary’s but I must mention
it, the Songs of Praise at St Peter’s
Holton on July 17th which concluded
their beautiful Flower Festival on a
theme of Our Queen. Ten hymns, yes
ten hymns, were sung over the hourlong service, sung with joy, compassion
and heart. The service concluded with
my favourite hymn (well one of them!)
O praise ye the Lord which has a
magnificent descant verse where the
organists feet fly all over the place
playing hundreds of quavers finishing
with two AMENS, FULL organ and lots
of noise. I went home on a high that
evening I can assure you. Can you
imagine our worship without music? It
doesn’t bear thinking about!
Prayer from Dominic: Dear Saint Cecilia,
Bride of Christ who heard the angels
sing, inspire musicians to gladden the
hearts of all people by filling the air
with the double prayer of heart and
voice God’s gift naturally turning our
minds to the creator of the music of the
heavenly spheres and all beauty
enjoyed here below. Amen.
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In other news, back in September 2021
we were successful in a pilot scheme
across the diocese to bring contactless
giving devices into our buildings as
another way to give. Well since our
device was installed we have now
taken over £2000 in donations these
past ten months from folks tapping
their cards. The % of visitors giving is
significantly up, some of you now give
weekly using the terminal and we
encourage those who hire/use St
Mary’s regularly to use the device.
THANK YOU to everyone who has
supported this initiative to modernise
our giving. The pilot comes to an end in
September; we haven’t heard what will
be happening to our device we pray we
have the opportunity to keep it!
You may remember back in 2014 St
Mary’s was burgled; access by the
criminals was via the Priest’s door at
the east end of the church. Since then
the door has been battened up and
unusable. With very many thanks to
Peter (Pedro) Cockerton, work via an
insurance claim has now finally started
to restore the wooden door and the
damaged stone work. We look forward
to seeing the finished work.
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Window. When you look towards the
top, you will see four ribbons, two say
‘SANCTUS’ and the other two say
‘ALLELUIA’. Still learning something new
every day.

Holton
Correspondent Jill Hewlett
01986 875913
jill.hewlett1@btinternet.com
St Peter’s Church,
Holton

Can I please draw your attention to the
outside back cover of BVTimes, where
you will find a full list of concerts and
events between now and Christmas (Oh
dear, I have used the ‘C’ word, my
apologies).
September is partially busy for St Mary’s
from The Bohemian Choir from the
Czech Republic to The Red Barn
Chamber Orchestra’s lunchtime recital
to The Heritage Weekend and what will
be a phenomenal concert by artists Luke
Jackson and Julie Aube. Please put the
dates in your diary.
Stay safe everyone, HAPPY HOLIDAYS.

ST MARY’S 50/50 DRAW
Results of Friends of St Mary’s 50/50
draw on Sunday 3rd July: 1st prize (no
36). Joshua O’Leary; 2nd prize (no
45) Sarah Busby; 3rd prize (no 3) Ann
Baldwin.

Heveningham

We have welcomed the U3A Church
Crawler’s to St Mary’s. From the
Jacobean style Pulpit, the 15th Century
Font, the 9th Century Dane Stones
(which were the main focus) we
certainly have a great deal of heritage
in our beloved building. With thanks to
Jenny Janes and Dee Scotcher acting as
tour guides (see p 15). I have learned
one thing this past month, with thanks
to my long camera lens - Dee asked
what the writing was on the East

August 2022

A new bench has been donated by
resident Karen Howard, for the Church
Glebe in Heveningham and is in loving
memory of both her parents who so
sadly passed away last year.
The bench (pictured below) is situated in
a quiet, reflection area, facing the
church, which will hopefully be used by
residents and visitors for years to come
in this peaceful setting.

has joined the “Give a Little” online
donation service.
Details of how you can make a
donation are on our website: https://
www.blythvalleychurches.org.uk/
st-peters-church-holton
or you can scan the QR code printed
here using your mobile device.

Hello everyone!
As you can see from the heading to this
column, you have a new person putting
together the news from St Peter’s
Church, Holton. I foolishly said to John
that I would take it on, and he took me
seriously! Not only that, the PCC
agreed! How I will get on is anyone’s
guess, so please bear with me.

The Children’s Society Box Opening
and Coffee Morning
On July 2nd our annual box opening and
coffee morning for the Children’s
Society took place in St Peter’s
organised by Janet Walkey the local coordinator for St Peter’s, Holton and St
Mary’s, Halesworth. Money raised from
the boxes and the morning help the
Children’s Society to support young
people who are struggling with life in
our increasingly fractured society.
This is a morning when volunteers
empty and count the money from the
boxes that people have been filling with
small change all year. It sounds easy but
can be surprisingly difficult. This year
thanks must go to Chris Knevett, Jim
Watts, Florence Kernohan, Pat Rennie,
Alison Cackett, Diane and Dave Foster
who counted the contents of 31 boxes.
Special thanks to Chris Knevett who
bagged all the money, Diane who
checked it and with Dave banked it all
at Barclays Bank in Southwold. By
paying the proceeds by Giro The
Children’s Society should have access to
the money and be able to use it straight
away. The 31 boxes contained £560.25,
Janet has three more boxes, and

August 2022
possibly one or two more to come so
that total may rise. We have also gained
one new boxholder, which can’t be bad.
As always most of those who came
stayed and enjoyed coffee/tea and cake
and each others company, Bring and
Buy items were bought raising a
combined total of £90.96. Thanks must
go to Denise Mahood, Joan Horbury
and Edith Summerhayes who were
running the refreshments, and all those
who made cakes etc. There was also a
raffle run by Jackie Watts which raised
£57.
The total for the morning was £708.21
which is splendid. Our thanks to all who
contributed in any way and especially
to Janet who organised it all.

Our Queen St Peter’s
Flower Festival and Songs of Praise
Another year, another fabulously
successful flower festival! Thank you to
Helen and Chris Knevett, and Dot
Booley for organising it all once again,
and thank you to everyone who had an
input into the weekend, our wonderful
flower arrangers, cake makers and
donators of raffle prizes including The
Angel Hotel, The Halesworth Florists,
Patricks and The Hideout and, not least,
our servers of coffee/tea, cake and
pastries.
Prepare “to gasp and stretch one’s
eyes” at the tremendous amount of
money raised for the upkeep and
running of St Peter’s Church - £1182!
Plus a further donation of £30.
The weekend ended with Songs of
Praise led by John Hewlett with sermon
by the Revd Gini Williams, in which she
talked about the importance of hymns
in her Christian journey. We sang
hymns chosen by members of the
congregation to organ music played by
Jason, truly wonderful and uplifting.
Some of your thoughts about the
weekend:“Wonderful arrangements of flowers
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which cleverly portrayed the Queen
and her commitments. A welcoming
happy atmosphere for all who came.”
“A joyous uplifting service of praise to
end the weekend.”
“A wonderful effort by everyone
involved.”
“Such a colourful display depicting
Our Queen – Happy and Glorious.”
“I must thank the organist for Songs
of Praise, a great sound to sing along
to.”
“The many exhibits were very
colourful and of very high standard.
Some of the arrangements were
accompanied by interesting and
historic texts, giving great insight into
the wide-ranging aspects of Queen
Elizabeth’s fascinating reign”.
“Majestic in every sense of the word”.
Report from Dottie Booley:
Our Queen. What an amazing
weekend we have had in Holton
church, which was once again
adorned with beautiful flower
arrangements, all showing some
aspect of the Queen. From her
Christening to time with her own
great grandchildren her life and loves
were on display including her
Coronation, honeymoon, time as a
Guide, ATS, The Armed Forces, Royal
Ascot, The Commonwealth, The
Chelsea Flower Show.
Also more personal arrangements
with her wedding bouquet, visits to
the Garden Party, Garter Day, The
Maundy Money Ceremony, and even
a letter from the Queen.
I think the Church showed how much
she has influenced us all with her
colourful clothing throughout her
extraordinary reign, or should I say
‘Rain’.
With
refreshments
served
all
weekend, a raffle each day and a
tombola on the Saturday, it proved to
be quite busy.
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On Sunday afternoon we were joined
by the Ukulele band who entertained us
with songs we could sing along to much
enjoyed by us all.
The weekend was finished off with a
‘Songs of Praise’ singing hymns chosen
by the congregation, starting with the
National Anthem. She certainly is our
Gracious Queen!
On the whole it was a very successful
few days and we raised £1182.25, so
thank you to everyone who helped in
any way. Pictured below are a few
photographs of the Flower Festival
displays.

Holton Churchyard
You will have noticed that our
churchyard
is
becoming
more
overgrown. Until 2019 the local
Community Payback scheme was
regularly sending a supervised group to
cut the grass and generally keep the
churchyard tidy. But with the advent of
Covid they were no longer able to travel
together (from Lowestoft), and this
therefore lapsed. We have been in
touch with them again, but they have
laid off all their supervisors, and have to
train more people before the service
can be resumed. They are hopeful for
mid-September.
In the meantime we have talked to a
local mower, who will strim and mow
the paths through the churchyard so
that people can visit family graves. We
expect that this will begin during July.
Meanwhile, a BIG thank you to all those
of you who keep your own family
graves (and areas near them) cut or
mown; it helps to keep the whole
churchyard looking better. John Hewlett

For your Diary:The Suffolk Historic Churches Ride and
Stride is on Saturday 10th September. If
you can ride or walk (new riders or
walkers would be most welcome),
sponsor forms are available from Jackie
Watts (01986 835752) or from the back
of church, if you take a form please let
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Jackie know even if you are from
another church.
Helpers will also be needed to welcome
people to St Peter’s and to sign their
forms, offers to Jackie please.

Sleepover in Support of Refugees
A number of us gathered in St Peter’s
Church, Holton at the beginning of
Refugee Week on Monday 20th June.
We started with a Celtic service for
Peace and spent a while in quiet prayer
and reflection before gathering for
Compline and finally six of us bedded
down in St Peter’s room to sleep. The
aim was to focus on the challenges
faced by the 100 million people across
the world who have been forced for a
variety of different reasons to leave
their homes. We remembered in
particular all those over the last few
years who have died while trying to
reach a secure place to live.
We managed to get some coverage on
BBC Radio Suffolk and an article in the
East Anglian Daily Times which also part
of Bishop Martin’s response to the
policy of sending to Rwanda if they
arrive in England via what is now
classed as an illegal route. £115 was
raised for the United Nation’s Refugee
Agency (UNHCR) – with thanks to all
who contributed. We accept that this
was no hardship but it felt right to take
us out of our comfort zone and hold the
situation in our prayers. We continue to
pray for anyone seeking refuge from
violence and/or oppression and we will
do the same thing again next year
together with a few more churches we
hope.
Gini
This poem was written during the
sleepover by one of the people who
attended:

Small boat
Our small boat – our hope, our future,
our life.
Rough seas – our fear, our cold, our
doubting.
Passing ships – our cries, our
excitement, our trust in human
brothers.
Disappearing ships – our dashed hope,
our disbelief, our dismay.
Our life – weakening, shivering, hungry,
failing, fear into terror.
Our death – unseen, unknown,
unrescued, unloved……
Except….. By the One
Who comes at last
To draw our frozen bodies up
From the depths
To the glowing heart of His Love.

HOLTON & BLYFORD
VILLAGE HALL
The AGM of the Village Hall was held
on July 7th and three new members
joined us - Neil Frost, Michelle Rolf
and Jackie Moulson. They are very
welcome and we wish them well.
Sadly, Hilary Garner our Chairman of
five years stepped down and left the
committee to persue her other
interests.
We
will
miss
her
tremendously and would like to thank
her publicly for her guidance and
hands on work over those years, its
been great to work with her.
Work goes on though! We now have a
new clothing bank deposit - joining
our bottle bank – both as items of use
for our community.
Our Tote year finished with the June
draw. Winners were: 1st prize Wendy
Powell, £25; 2nd prize Stella Hunting,
£15; 3rd prize Phil Matthews, £10;
4th prize Sue Bacle, £5.
The Tote costs just £12 a year to join –
just a £1 month! The new year starts
with the July draw – and yes you can
join now to be included just contact
Wendy on 01986 872490 or email:
wendmend@gmail.com
The tote raised £1,200 towards Hall
costs this past year.
Dates for your diary: The Annual
Christmas Craft Fair will be on
Saturday 19th November – open to the
public at 10am. To book a stall (for just
£12) contact Wendy as above.
There has been a problem with our
plumbing for sometime now. It’s over
40 years old and needs updating – but
the cost is somewhere in the region of
£20,000.
On Saturday 8th October, our
campaign to raise the funds starts with
a 40s/50s dance. Similar to the
Jubilee event with a return of the
Swing Band that everyone loved. So
here’s your chance to join in with the
fabulous dancers who come with the
band as they will be doing a learning
set! Get your dancing shoes on, grab
the retro gear, and come along. Tickets
will be just £10 per person. A tasty
burger will be included in the price –
and yes the Bar will be open. Starts at
7.30pm. Contact Wendy for Tickets –
as above!
We are tempted to call it the Flushing
Dance! All proceeds will go to the
project.
Bingo still as popular as ever – and we
are so grateful to “the loyal gang” who
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turn up every other Thursday. Starts at
7.30pm come along and join in – you
might Win! August dates are 11th and
25th.

Huntingfield
Correspondent Sally Clarke
sally.clarke@live.com
St Mary’s Church,
Huntingfield
has joined the “Give a Little” online
donation service.
Details of how you can make a
donation are on our website: https://
www.blythvalleychurches.org.uk/
st-marys-church-huntingfield
or you can scan the QR code printed
here using your mobile device.

At the end of June we were delighted to
welcome Graham Hart and Cathy Smith
from the Suffolk Wildlife Trust to our
churchyard. They were there at the
request of our Churchwarden Emma
Ward to advise on how best to manage
the churchyard. It was a very positive
and informative visit. Our current
management arrangements are to:
frequently mow paths, leave longer
grass over the summer then strim and
rake cuttings off. Graham and Cathy
both agreed this was the right strategy
and to continue mowing paths on a
regular basis, as this helped balance the
needs of different user groups and
demonstrated that the management
was both purposeful and at the same
time well kept and cared for.
They pointed out that the shorter grass
was valuable for basking reptiles and
many other invertebrates. The best
time of year to mow is between mid
and late July. They suggested we try
and leave some of the edges under
trees unmown over the winter on a two
or three rotation.
Queen bumblebees will over winter in
tussocky grass and it also extends the
seed availability for birds such as linnets
and greenfinches. There were several
wildflower and herb species on the day:
red clover, mouse-eared hawkweed,
cats ear, herb Robert, cowslip to name
but a few!
To read the whole Suffolk Wildlife
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Trust’s report please visit our website
at: huntingfield.onesuffolk.net
In our Hub on a fortnightly basis we run
a Kids’ Club for children aged 5-11.
Children from all the surrounding
villages are welcome to attend. During
the long summer holidays we try to put
on at least one special fun day for them
all. This year we are very lucky to have
our friends from the Central England
Co-op joining us on Thursday 11th
August from 10am-3pm to deliver an
action-packed day. There will be
workshops on healthy eating and fair
trade, plus a practical activity of
producing a healthy lunch in teams to
then share with everyone. Throw in
time for lots of outside play and games
and I think you will agree it all sounds
like FUN! If you have a child or know of
a child who would like to come along
please contact me at: sally.clarke
@live.com for more information.

Linstead
Correspondent
Malcolm Heath 01986 785289
www.linstead.suffolk.gov.uk
THE PROBLEM WITH A HEATWAVE IS
that, with our usual Anglo-Saxon
pessimism, enjoying things is wrong and
we are going to have to pay for it in the
end. It may or may not end in tears, but
it’s bound to end in a thunderstorm. As
I write, the temperature is a modest
30°C (it was 35°C yesterday) and the
real benefit is that the grass isn’t
growing and I have a solid excuse for a
degree of inertia, or lassitude, or
laziness.
IT IS WITH GREAT SADNESS THAT I
report the death of Forbes Bramble.
Forbes always supported village
activities and, in his capacity as an
architect, he advised on work on the
village hall. He was very knowledgeable
on timber-framed buildings and was
also an accomplished novelist. He will
be greatly missed by all of us and our
thoughts and prayers go to Anna and
his family at this time.
THE SUMMER HEAT WAS JUST ABOUT
to hit its stride when Linstead held its
Patronal Festival. St Margaret of
Antioch was swallowed by a dragon,
which one might take as a metaphor for
being in a heat-wave. As is our custom,
we held the service al fresco, at the
village hall and followed it with a
barbecue. It has to be said that it was
quintessential barbecue weather and
we did have a very good time.
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Particular thanks are due to Derek
Keable who looked after the barbecue,
as if things weren’t hot enough!

Thanks also to the makers of salads
and puddings, these are just the leftovers!
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AS A MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC, I
attended a meeting of the Chediston &
Linstead Parish Council. As with all
parishes, we are worried about road
safety and the generous interpretation
of speed limits evinced by most
motorists. In particular, we are seeking
two modest extensions to the present
30 mph limits. One on the B1123 itself,
westward to include the houses beyond
Poplar Farm and the other to include
School Lane. Inexplicably, the present
limit terminates at the bottom of School
Lane, not at the top. We were told that
the police would not agree to extension
of the present limits, because they had
insufficient manpower to enforce the
existing limits. This is an interesting
example of the Catch 22 phenomenon.
It assumes that, in considering speed
limits, their main function is to enable
the police to catch speeding motorists.
Whereas we all know that the raison
d’être of speed limits is to tell drivers
that they are entering an area where
keeping their speed down to 30 mph is
a good idea. As I see it, speed limits are,
first and foremost, a road safety tool,
not a revenue-raising operation. We
shall continue to fight for an outbreak
of common-sense. In the meantime,
Yossarian is alive, well and having a
good laugh.
Please see the service rota on page 3
for details of August services.

Spexhall
CHEDISTON & LINSTEAD WI MET IN
July and I am grateful to Vicky
Wilkinson for the attached report:
At the last minute the speaker for the
July meeting was unable to come. As
ever Irene Thomas stepped into the
breach and regaled us with her
tortuous route to the publication of
her first novel. Not only did she need
her skill as a story teller but great
tenacity, patience and determination
to achieve her goal. Not for the faint
hearted but inspirational nonetheless.
And some fame -Suffolk Life featured
her and she has done local book
signings. ‘Scents of Opportunity’ is
available at Halesworth Library and
the Bookshop. A recommended read.
Our August meeting will be an inhouse bring and share tea party,
August 9th at slightly later time of
3pm.

Correspondent Keith Noakes
spexhallwoodpecker@gmail.com
Facebook: St Peter’s Spexhall and
Spexhall Village Hall
St Peter’s Church,
Spexhall
has joined the “Give a Little” online
donation service.
Details of how you can make a
donation are on our website: https://
www.blythvalleychurches.org.uk/
st-peters-church-spexhall
or you can scan the QR code printed
here using your mobile device.

A good ‘Short back and sides’
I think we are all aware that even the
most ‘eco friendly’ environments have
to be managed, and the people of St
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Peter’s give grateful thanks to those
who came on the first Tuesday of July
armed with strimmers and mowers to
cut back all of the seeded wild flowers
and grasses so that the ground can
reseed itself and regenerate for next
year’s
wildflower
growth.
The
‘Rambling Rector’ rose has shot up
again and will need to be tamed around
the porch so that it doesn’t get in the
guttering and give the architect cause
to splutter!

readers might wish to look up the
application on the East Suffolk
website. The application number is
DC4/21/4643EIA. It is important that
we all consider this application as it
will be effective for the next 40 years if
the proposal is accepted. Do take time
to consider your view of what is
proposed, and make it known.

‘In a dry weary land where there is
no water’ (Psalm 63)

If the above news all sounds rather
gloomy, the Christian life has always
balanced the problems of the day with
hope, and thankfulness. Amidst all of
the turmoil of life St Peter’s stands as
a small haven of peace and calm for all
to enjoy (and very soon with warm
seats during services, with electrical
work commencing very soon). Do join
us for our August Holy Communion on
the 21st at 10am. Be assured of a
warm welcome, whether you are a
regular member of the congregation
or would just like to join us on this one
occasion.

Record temperatures, weeks with little
or no rain, and grain harvests which
may be poorer because of the extended
dry period. As your correspondent
writes this, it can all seem a little bleak,
and no doubt there are considerable
financial pressures on those who farm
the land in our area. There are others of
various generations who are finding it
hard with the rising cost of living, and
families struggling to feed and entertain
children during the summer holidays. It
certainly makes this writer think of
making a contribution to the
Community Larder at Halesworth.

The Environment and the
Future of the Planet
‘Where there is no vision the
people perish’ (Proverbs 29)
What an overwhelming title that is.
Whether we can make a direct link
between the climate crisis and the
current record temperatures and dry
weather this year or not, there is no
doubt that we are in a Climate Crisis. It
is easy to think that there is little we
can do, but without our efforts locally,
nationally and internationally there will
not be a sustainable planet for human
continuance. The Blyth Valley Team of
parishes is already actively exploring
ways in which we can be more directly
involved in what it will take to make
the planet sustainable for future
generations. Opportunities of how to
contribute were in the July edition of
the BVTimes.

Solar Farm: ‘Yes’ or ‘No’?
Readers will be well aware of the
proposal to build a Solar Farm on either
side of Gray’s Lane, directly affecting
Wissett and Spexhall, both regarding
the site and during the construction
phase. Consultations have been held,
and much has been discussed. At the
time of going to press the final
application is yet to be made, but
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‘Now thank we all our God
With hearts, and hands and
voices’

Village Hall
Don’t forget that it is possible to book
the Village Hall and field for a special
event or regular meeting. See the
Facebook page for further details.
There will also be village events this
autumn, so look out for postings on FB
and flyers on notice boards! Surely it
must be a Quiz Night, a Barn Dance, a
Wine Tasting or some such! The
committee is always keen to hear of
new ideas. Don’t hesitate to contact
the Village Hall Secretary if you have
an idea you would like to share.
(karen1sharman@icloud.com)

to join us, assist in some way please do
contact me. More next month!
Trish

Funeral
We have had an ‘event’ at Thorington
Church. It was a lovely summer’s day;
the church and churchyard looked
beautiful, and we had a crowd of 140
people, both in the church and seated
outside under the trees, to celebrate
the life of Marjorie Onyett.
The service was full of personal
recollections of Marjorie’s lively
character,
her
warmth,
adventurousness and hospitality. Her
friends and family were thankful to
Marjorie for so many acts of kindness
and her contributions to the church and
local community were many and often
unacknowledged.
She has a peaceful resting place among
other departed friends here at St
Peter’s Church, surrounded by the
delights of nature she so loved.
VB

Walpole
Correspondents
Lee and Anita Hill 07713 450078
St Mary’s Church,
Walpole
has joined the “Give a Little” online
donation service.
Details of how you can make a
donation are on our website: https://
www.blythvalleychurches.org.uk/
st-marys-church-walpole
or you can scan the QR code printed
here using your mobile device.

Thorington
Correspondent Trish Gower
01502 478078
trish@coastal1.plus.com
At this beautiful time of year, please
do visit Thorington church and enjoy
the peace and quiet, there are good
walks from the church through the
Church Farm nature reserve to
Wenhaston Blackheath and why not
call at St Peter's there too, always a
friendly welcome.
Please see page 3 of this issue for
details of services, we are happy to
welcome you at our services, usually
at the end of the month. Again we are
a small team here and anyone wishing

Wenhaston
Correspondent
Margaret Bloomfield
01502 478502
margaret@wrush.plus.com
As I write this, we are in the middle of a
heat wave. We all look forward to the
Summer and then many of us find it too
hot! There is no pleasing some of us! It
must be a worry to the farmers and
other growers but for those on holiday
it is a blessing. I just hope those who
are vulnerable have been well looked
after and have coped.
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St Peter’s Church,
Wenhaston
has joined the “Give a Little” online
donation service.
Details of how you can make a
donation are on our website: https://
www.blythvalleychurches.org.uk/
st-peters-church-wenhaston
or you can scan the QR code printed
here using your mobile device.

Looking forward, we are planning a
conducted walk and, afterwards, a
picnic in the church yard. We hope that
many families and others will join us on
Saturday 20th August at 11am for a
shortish walk around the village and
then come to enjoy a picnic. All free
but donations welcome. See poster on
page 28.
The church served the refreshments at
the Village Show and we hope the show
was a great success.
As you will know, Jenny Jeffrey has
been unwell and is no longer able to
deliver the Blyth Valley Times to the
distributors. Please, is there anyone in
the village who would collect the
BVTimes from St Mary’s Church,
Halesworth on a monthly basis and
distribute them to the six people who
deliver them. We should be so grateful.
Services for August: 7th Team Service,
Halesworth
10am; 14th Morning
Prayer Bramfield 10am; 21st Holy
Communion Wenhaston 10am; 28th
Pause for Thought Wenhaston 10am.

WENHASTON BLYTH SPIRITS
As I write this short report on a very
warm day we are about to enter the
RED warning area tomorrow so at the
moment it is rather uncertain as to the
fate of our Garden Party on Wednesday
the 20th. However we very much hope
that it will take place and that the heat
will have receded and that it will not
deter people coming! Sadly our Speaker
has developed Covid, so already we are
not off to a good start, but we wish him
well.
For our August meeting on Wednesday
17th, we have Chris Parfitt talking to us
about the Arctic Circle Express. We
have had Chris to speak on other
subjects and his talks have always been
enjoyed.
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As always we shall be very pleased to
welcome visitors and new members,
our meetings start at 2.30pm in the
Village Hall, do think about joining us.
Margaret G (01502 478378)

WENHASTON MOTHER’S UNION
A very happy Summer Party was held
in July at Jane and Robert Gamble’s
house where we enjoyed the Wave of
Prayer Service followed by a delicious
Tea! The weather was not too hot and
we all appreciated sitting in Jane and
Robert’s lovely garden. We were
joined by six members of Halesworth
Branch and Win Sutton led the Service.
We showed are appreciation to Jane
and Robert in the usual way!
In August we are going as a Group to
have Tea at the Dingle Cafe in
Dunwich, if you would like to join us
and do not have transport, please be
at the Village Hall Car Park by 2.30pm.
on Wednesday 10th August. I am sure
that this will be a very enjoyable
afternoon. Please do contact me with
any problems.
Margaret G (01502 478378)

Wenhaston Walking Group
A local walk will start at 10am at
Wenhaston Village Hall on Tuesday
2nd August.
Ian will lead a second walk starting at
10am at the Swan Inn, Barnby NR34
7QE on Tuesday 16th August. The
circular walk includes the communities
of Barnby and North Cove and lunch
will follow: a menu will be circulated
prior to the day. If you are interested
in being added to the circulation list,
please email ipbigwood@btinternet.
com
Heather Phillips (01502 478545)
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with paperwork and keeping cool, then
at dusk watering the gardens, with no
end to the drought in sight.
In fact it must be admitted that things
have been quiet here since the
excitement of the Jubilee. We have a
small wave of Covid, and meanwhile
other illnesses, some of which are very
grave, are grinding on. The kindness
amongst friends and neighbours is very
touching.
On July 2nd, the ashes of Jennifer
Stephenson were buried in the
churchyard, with her husband Terry.
Our regular services might be settling
into a pattern of three a month.
By the time you read this, the first in
the new season of Breakfast Church will
have been rolled out.
Please note that this year's Harvest
Festival Service will be at 7pm on Friday
9th September, followed by Harvest
Supper in the Village Hall.

St Andrew’s Church,
Wissett
has joined the “Give a Little” online
donation service.
Details of how you can make a
donation are on our website: https://
www.blythvalleychurches.org.uk/
st-andrews-church-wissett
or you can scan the QR code printed
here using your mobile device.

Wissett

PHOTOGRAPHERS!

Correspondent Nick Evans
01986 872372

Just a reminder to all you
photographers
out
there:
remember over the holiday
period to be taking your pictures
for St Mary’s, Halesworth’s
Photography Competition on
September 17th and 18th, the
Heritage Open Days. The theme
is “Local Life in 2022”.
For full specifications see the
May or July editions of BVTimes,
available online.

nickandmaggie@btinternet.com
Writing in the morning of the first very
hot day, we were aghast when the
power went off, just the sort of
infrastructure failure about which we
had been given repeated terrifying
warnings, or perhaps even a cyber
attack by a hostile power at a
vulnerable moment. But no, not for
long, and just a local problem marked
by a helpful call from the electricity
board to see if we were all right. On
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Telephone:

07770 465 785
The Sign of the Fish is open Mon – Wed 9.30am – 1pm; (Thurs closed); Fri 9.30am – 1pm; Sat closed
Thinking…not necessarily aloud
I was given a copy of Pascal’s Pensees for Christmas: ‘This was a
bit of a gamble’, said the donor anxiously, ‘I hope you haven’t got
a copy already, it’s a classic you know…’ I gave my assurance that
I did not have a copy, and that it was just the thing for someone
looking for a good quotation to start of an article. The trouble is
Pensees is the ultimate lucky dip book, although his publishers
did arrange his thoughts into rough subject groups The Misery of
Man Without God, Morality and Decline, Proof of Jesus Christ, are
the more helpful ones, what are we to make of Thoughts on
Mind and on Style ? We are lucky to have Google today whereby
we can type in a theme and key in ‘AND Pascal’ and see what
comes up !
Peter Kreeft1 in his Christianity for modern pagans: Pascal’s
Pensees believes that Baise Pascal is the first post-medieval
apologist. No writer in history, claims Kreeft, is a more effective
Christian apologist and evangelist to today's uprooted, confused,
secularized pagans (inside and outside the Church) than Pascal.
He was a brilliant man--a great scientist who did major work in
physics and mathematics, as well as an inventor--whom Kreeft
thinks was three centuries ahead of his time. His apologetics
found in his Pensees are ideal for the modern, sophisticated
skeptic. So perhaps I will read the longer thoughts one day,
perhaps with Kreeft’s book as a guide, although what he makes
of some of the shorter thoughts more obscure than a crossword
clue will be interesting to discover. (eg 292. ‘He lives on the other
side of the water’ Just that…erm… what was going on in Pascal’s
head or his life or the world when he jotted that down? Could it
just have been a jotted down aide memoire such as we might jot
down a ‘phone number on the nearest piece of paper, only those
who gathered together all his writings after his death published
everything, just to be on the safe side?).

Pascal did have a lovely turn of phrase, begging to be quoted - I
expect we all know ‘The heart has its reasons, which reason does
not know’ 2. (Thought 277, which together with 278 is about faith
being a gift from God, felt by the heart, not by the reason.)
Or how about ‘Man is only a reed, the weakest in nature, but he
is a thinking reed.’ (Thought 200).
The other week I did come across two quotations used by
another author3 which were interesting and useful, so here goes.
‘I cannot forgive Descartes. In all his philosophy he would have
been quite willing to dispense with God. But he could not help
granting Him a flick of the forefinger to start the world in motion;
beyond this, he has no further need of God’ (Thought 77) Poor
Descartes with the heart of an evangelist, determined to come
up with a philosophical tool, irrefutable scientific proof of the
existence of God so that all would believe, and totally missing the
mark. Pascal realised the limitations of this approach: ‘It is
incomprehensible that God should exist, and it is
incomprehensible that He should not exist;’ (Thought 230) Back
to Thoughts 277 and 278!
1

Peter Kreeft, PhD, Professor of Philosophy at Boston College, is one of
the most respected Christian authors of our time. His many bestselling
books cover a vast array of topics in spirituality, theology, and
philosophy. They include How to Be Holy, Practical Theology, Back to
Virtue, Because God Is Real, You Can Understand the Bible, Angels and
Demons, Heaven: The Heart's Deepest Longing, and Christianity for
modern pagans
2
Shamelessly misappropriated by Wallis Simpson in her autobiography
The heart has its reasons: the memoirs of The Duchess of Windsor
3
The collapse of the brass heaven: rebuilding our worldview to embrace
the power of God, by Zeb Bradford Long & Douglas McMurry.

thehalesworthcarpetshop.co.uk

THE HALESWORTH
CARPET SHOP
CARPETS • RUGS • NATURAL FLOORINGS
CURTAINS & BLINDS • BEDS & MATTRESSES
GREAT SERVICE AND GREAT PRICES
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT:

42 Thoroughfare, Halesworth IP19 8AR
Telephone: 01986 872222

Val Jennings
For Sign of the Fish
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MEMORIES AND STORIES
OF OLD HALESWORTH
By James W Newby. Compiled by Derek Newby
Covering over 130 years of one man’s records of life in
Halesworth.

Priced at £6.99
Available from Halesworth Bookshop,
St Mary’s Church, Halesworth Museum
and Heathside Stores Wenhaston
Proceeds from the sale of this book will be
donated to St Mary’s Regeneration Fund

If you need help from Waveney Foodbank
you will need a referral voucher.
Just call one of our partner agencies:
Citizens Advice National Helpline
0808 208 2138
South Norfolk Early Help Hub
01508 533933
Halesworth Volunteers
01986 875600
There are collection places for Foodbank
donations in Chediston; St Mary’s Church,
Halesworth; Halesworth Co-op; Holton;
Rumburgh; Spexhall (2); Wenhaston and Wissett.

Copies
available
from
Halesworth
Bookshop

The Owners and
Occupiers
of Hooker House,
Halesworth
The Origin of
Halesworth Playing
Fields Association
now renamed
Halesworth
Community Sport and
Leisure

ADDITIONAL FOODBANK
DONATION POINTS
Donations of food for the Foodbank can also be left at
Woolnough’s Funeral Service’s office at the entrance to
Halesworth Cemetery on Holton Road and also at
Rosedale Funeral Services in the Market Place,
Halesworth.
There are collection boxes outside the offices, where
produce can be placed.

AUCTIONEERS · VALUERS · ESTATE AGENTS
12 Thoroughfare, Halesworth
Suffolk IP19 8AH
Tel: 01986 872553 / Fax 01986 874007
Email: halesworth@durrants.com
www.durrants.com
AUCTION ROOMS - BECCLES
HOLIDAY LETS IN SOUTHWOLD
Thinking of selling, or just want to know what your
property is worth?
Call today for a free no obligation market appraisal
HALESWORTH (01986) 872553
BECCLES (01502) 712122
HARLESTON (01379) 852217
SOUTHWOLD (01502) 723292
DISS (01379) 642233
WWW.DURRANTS.COM
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WHAT’S ON IN THE AREA
St Mary’s Church, Halesworth
Free Guided Church Tours
10.30am

First Saturday in August and September

6th August, 3rd September
Join us to learn about the rich history of St Mary’s.
Tea & biscuits to follow.

Walpole Old Chapel,
Saturday 30th July, 7pm

Classical Chill
Noel Vine (violin) & Andrew Quartermain (piano)
create a perfect evening of music, featuring works by
Arvo Part, Bach, Messiaen, Philip Glass and Max
Richter. For further information and tickets go to:
www.walpoleoldchapel.org/programme

Walpole Old Chapel, Sunday 7th August, 3pm

The Lovekyn Duo

Open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
10am until 2pm
Saturday 10am until noon
Well-equipped workshop at the back of Chinny’s car park

(27 Norwich Road, Halesworth IP19 8BX)

Telephone 01986 835905 or just call in
For anyone interested in working and socialising around a
bench for themselves, others or the community

performs songs and theatre music from the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries. William Summers Renaissance Flute, Recorder and Stephen Carpenter Renaissance Lute, Guitar. Tickets on the door or
from www.lokimusic.co.uk

Walpole Old Chapel, Saturday 20th August, 7pm

Whistlebow
Post-modern troubadours perform new versions of folk
and early music, along with one or two classics. Patricia
Hammond (voice), William Summers (Flute, Recorder,
Crumhorn), Rupert Gillett (Cello. Guitar, Voice). Tickets
on the door or from www.lokimusic.co.uk

August 2022
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WHAT’S ON IN THE AREA

Lunchtime Recital
St Mary’s Church, Halesworth

Wednesday 10th Aug, 12.30
Bring your own lunch - tea/coffee/cake available

St Mary’s Handbell Ringers
Retiring collection for the
Regeneration of St Mary’s Church
(contactless giving available)
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Garden Landscape Supplies
NATURAL STONE PAVING۰SAND, BALLAST &
CEMENT۰RECLAIMED RAILWAY SLEEPERS
۰FENCING۰DECORATIVE AGGREGATES۰TOPSOIL۰BARK MULCH
۰BRICKS & BLOCKS۰DRAINAGE۰TIMBER
Free delivery in Halesworth area

Kings Landscaping Ltd, Unit 23 Halesworth Business Park,
Norwich Road, Halesworth IP19 8QJ
t: 01986 875555 e: info@kings-landscaping.co.uk www.kings-landscaping.co.uk

Contact Nathan:

07900734124
nathan.khan15@gmail.com

Crown reduction specialist
All aspects of tree work undertaken · Free quotations

maintenance •

installation

07793 055099
Email: info@waveneyheatpumps.co.uk

HORSE & GARDEN
Come & explore this Aladdin’s cave in the heart of Halesworth

For your Summer goodies!
Open Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm (Thursdays 9am - 1pm)

01986 873484
18b Thoroughfare, Halesworth IP19 8AP

D.C. Patrick
NEWSAGENTS
16 THOROUGHFARE,
HALESWORTH IP19 8AH
Telephone 01986 835730

——————
4 Market Hill, Framlingham IP13 9BB
Telephone 01728 724414
WE ALSO PROVIDE FULL DRY CLEANING
AND LAUNDRY SERVICES

PJN MOTOR ENGINEERING LTD
Wenhaston, Halesworth

OUR SERVICES

MOT’s for cars & bikes, Classes I,
II and IV
Free MOT Retest
All make servicing and repairs
including: batteries, exhausts
and tyres replaced.
Cam belts, clutches, diagnostics
Air Con Service
Water Softener Salt Tablets

WE PROVIDE
A friendly reliable service
MOT’s on site by appointment
A comfortable waiting area (with
wi-fi) for customers
Free local collection & delivery
Courtesy car (on own insurance)

CALL NOW:

Providing a first class service for generations.
• Property specialists
• Wills, trusts and probate
• Inheritance tax planning
• Agricultural transactions
• Remortgages
• Leasehold and business transactions
• Commercial property

18 Thoroughfare, Halesworth, Suffolk IP19 8AJ
Tel: 01986 873636 Email: info@crossram.co.uk
3 Church Street, Framlingham, Suffolk IP13 9BG
Tel: 01728 724111 Email: info@crossramfram.co.uk

www.crossram.co.uk

01502 478642
Wash Lane, Back Road, Wenhaston, Halesworth IP19 9DX
Telephone 01502 478642. Mobile 07802 965746.
Website www.pjn-motor.co.uk

This firm is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority SRA Number 45753
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AWD GOLDSMITH
Specialist in engagement and wedding rings
12 Bridge Street, Halesworth, IP19 8AQ

01986 875237

Tuesday & Wednesday 9am to 6pm;
Friday by appointment; Saturday 9am to 4pm

ph: 01502 740400
11, Henstead Arts & Crafts Centre
Toad Row, Henstead, NR34 7LG
www.glassengraving.org.uk

A perfect gift for any occasion

ALLEN’S BUTCHERS
Good Quality Meat and Meat Products
at Competitive Prices
2 MARKET PLACE, HALESWORTH

Tel: 01986 872132
DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL
SECURITY

St Peter’s Room, Holton
A room within the church
Equipped with tea and coffee facilities.
Washing up area/toilet.
Suitable for small meetings/music groups/daytime
and evening availability.

Bookings: 01986 835752

Broadway Drive, Norwich Rd, Halesworth

T: 01986 875397
E: info@townsend-electrical.co.uk
www.townsend-electrical.co.uk

HOLTON AND BLYFORD
VILLAGE HALL
Charity No 291379

A well-appointed hall with stage, large grounds and car park
License available, if required. Competitive rates.
For further details please telephone 07756 916577
E: holton andblyfordvillagehall@hotmail.com

SPEXHALL VILLAGE HALL
Ideal venue for Clubs, Parties and Meetings
Training/Teaching Facility
Available for hire at very competitive rates
Capacity - up to 60 people
Contact: Jane Held - 01986 781318
Email: jane@janeheld.co.uk

Holton Trading Post and
J.A.K. Furniture Services

 ٭We have a 1000ft² showroom of furniture
 ٭We buy and sell second-hand and country furniture
 ٭Undertake house and shed clearances
 ٭Strip furniture and doors  ٭Repair and polish furniture
 ٭Paint furniture and doors
 ٭We can also make furniture from reclaim & much more!

Come and have a look!

Pet Store

Units 9 & 10, The Old Airfield Site,
Holton, Halesworth, IP19 8NH

29 Market Place, Halesworth, IP19 8AY

Telephone Justin on:

A traditional store for all your pets needs
and creature comforts.

01986 874277 or 07767 861401
Opening Times: Monday - Friday: 9am - 5.30pm
Saturday: 9am - 2pm

01986 948100

www.thefeedbarnsuffolk.co.uk

Page 32

Blyth Valley Times

August 2022

