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Our biennial visit to the site of St Peter’s Linstead Magna, took place on Sunday 16th June. 
Although no more than a barely discernible hump in the field, the presence of the church 
is still with us. We duly processed there and held a short open-air service to commemorate 
the church and all it had once meant to the village. 
Being Linstead, we returned to Church Farm and enjoyed a jolly good tea. We are grateful 
to Peter and Tracey Abell for their hospitality. 

MH 

Open-air service held on the site of 
St Peter’s Linstead Magna 
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Welcome 

Community Prayer 

Worship 

 
LOVE 

FOR DETAILS OF SERVICES 
AND LOCAL EVENTS, 

 PLEASE VISIT BLYTH VALLEY CHURCHES WEBSITE: 

www.blythvalleychurches.org.uk 

There are news items and photos on our     
Facebook page too: 

     Find us at: blythvalleychurchessuffolk 

July 2024 Lectionary  
for Traditional and Holy Communion only.   

Please refer to another lectionary for other services e.g. Daily Office (Morning Prayer).  
Sunday 7th  – Sixth After Trinity (Green) 
Traditional Communion  
Romans 6:  3 – 11 (KJV) 
Matthew 5:  20 – 26 (KJV) 
 
Holy Communion 
2 Corinthians 12:  2 - 10 (NRSV) 
Mark 6:  1 – 13 (NRSV) 
 
 
Sunday 14th – Seventh After (Green)  
Traditional Communion  
Romans 6:  19 – end (KJV) 
Mark 8:  1 – 9 (KJV) 
 
Holy Communion 
Ephesians  1:  3 – 14 (NRSV) 
Mark 6:  14 – 29 (NRSV) 

Sunday 21st – Eighth After (Green)  
Traditional Communion  
Romans 8:  12 – 17 (KJV) 
Matthew 7:  15 – 21 (KJV) 
 
Holy Communion 
Ephesians 2:  11 – end (NRSV)  
Mark 6:  30 – 34 and 53 – end (NRSV)  
 
 
Sunday 28th – Ninth After (Green)  
Traditional Communion  
1 Corinthians 10:  1 – 13 (KJV) 
Luke 16:  1 – 9 (KJV) 
 
Holy Communion 
Ephesians 3:  14 – end (NRSV)  
John 6:  1 – 21 (NRSV)  
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Other Regular Services:  10am Tuesdays: Café Church by Zoom; 10am Wednesdays: Holy Communion, St Mary’s Halesworth;  
9.30am Thursdays: Morning Worship, St Andrew’s Bramfield. 
8am & 6pm Tues to Sat: Daily Prayer, St Mary’s Halesworth. 

 
 
 

Worship in the Blyth Valley in July 2024 

CW – Year B 
Continuous 
New Testament 
(Green) 

7th 
CW & BCP – 
Sixth After Trinity 
 

14th 
CW & BCP – 
Seventh After Trinity 

21st 
CW & BCP – 
Eighth After Trinity 

28th 
CW & BCP – 
Ninth After Trinity 

          

Halesworth 
St Mary 

8am Traditional 
Communion 
Dominic 
  
10am 
Holy Communion 
Dominic 
  
6pm 
Evensong 
Dominic 

8am Traditional 
Communion 
Dominic 
  
10am 
Family Service 
Jason 
  

8am Traditional 
Communion 
Dominic 
 
10am 
Iona Worship 
Jason 
  
6pm 
Evensong 
Dominic 

8am Traditional 
Communion 
Dominic 
  
10am 
Holy Communion 
Gini 
  
  

St Peter Group         

Holton 
St Peter 

  10am 
Morning Prayer 
Alison C 

10am 
Iona Worship 
Jim 

6.30pm 
Songs of Praise 
Dominic 

Wenhaston 
St Peter 

  10am Ecumenical 
Communion 
Vic 

10am 
Holy Communion 
Gini 

10am 
Pause for Thought 
 

Bramfield 
St Andrew 

  10am 
Holy Communion 
Linda 

  
 

11am 
Morning Prayer 
Dominic 

Blyford 
All Saints 

    11am  
Morning Prayer 
Dominic 

  

Thorington 
St Peter 

     10am 
Morning Prayer  Jim 

St Andrew Group         

Wissett 
St Andrew 

  10am 
Morning Prayer 
Veronica M 

10am 
Holy Communion 
Linda 

10am 
Pet Service 
Vic 

Chediston 
St Mary 

  10am 
Holy Communion 
Dominic 

  10am 
Morning Prayer 
Alison 

Spexhall 
St Peter 

  6pm Sung Evensong 
Rural Dean Licensing 
Dominic 

10am 
Holy Communion 
Alison A 

  

Linstead 
St Margaret 

  10am 
Matins 
Malcolm 

12.30pm Linstead 
Patronal Festival (open-
air service) at Village Hall 

10am 
Holy Communion 
Linda 

St Michael Group         

Cookley 
St Michael 

   9.30am Traditional 
Communion Dominic 

  

Heveningham 
St Margaret 

  10am Traditional 
Communion   Gini 

    

Huntingfield 
St Mary 

      10am Morning Prayer 
Veronica M 

Walpole  
St Mary 

  
  

  
  

  9.30am 
Holy Communion  Dominic 
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Halesworth & Bramfield URC 

Minister: Revd Jon Sermon 

SERVICE for JULY 2024 
Tuesday 2nd 10am to 12noon Coffee Morning at 

Lowestoft followed by Morning Worship 
Sunday 7th 11am Gathered Worship with Communion  
  (GIFT Day). Minister Jon Sermon 
Tuesday 9th 10am to 12noon Coffee Morning at  
  Lowestoft followed by Morning Worship 
Friday 12th      9.30am Prayer Meeting in the Church and  
  Zoom followed by Coffee Morning 
Sunday  14th 11am Gathered Worship  TBA 
  3pm Bramfield Chapel  
Tuesday 16th 10am to 12noon Coffee Morning at 

Lowestoft followed by Morning Worship 
Friday 19th   9.30am Prayer Meeting in the Church and  
  Zoom followed by Coffee Morning  
Sunday 21st 11am Gathered Worship 
  Minister Jon Sermon 
Tuesday 23rd  10am to 12 noon Coffee morning at  
  Lowestoft followed by Morning Worship 
Friday 26th 9.30am Prayer Meeting in the Church and  
  Zoom followed by Coffee Morning 
Sunday 28th 11am Gathered Worship Judy Morton &  
  friends 
Tuesday 30th 10am to 12 noon Coffee morning at  
  Lowestoft followed by Morning Worship 

Jon Sermon: 01986 873761  pastorjonsermon@gmail.com 
Judy Morton: 01502 724572 

judy.morton@themortonpartnership.co.uk 
Elizabeth Aslett 07710 916737 (for families and children) 

familyhurc@gmail.com 

Zoom Meeting ID: 776 - 044 - 1926, 
Passcode 811885 

Wenhaston Methodist Church 
Coles Lane, Wenhaston 

Minister: The Revd Martin Keenan 

JULY 2024 
 7th The Revd Robin Searles 
 14th United Service @ St Peter’s  
  (10am) 
 21st The Revd Martin Keenan HC 
 28th Ms Pat Williamson 

ALL SUNDAY SERVICES at 10.30am 
(unless stated otherwise) 

ALL WELCOME AT ANY SERVICE 

St Edmund King & Martyr  
Roman Catholic Church, 

Church Farm Lane, Halesworth 

Father Christopher Smith 
Tel: 01502 723207 

Email: Christopher.Smith@rcdea.org.uk 
Please enquire about our Service times and details 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Morning and Evening Prayer 

with the Revd Dominic Doble, 
from Tuesdays to Saturdays 

(Live streamed and later audio on Dominic’s 
YouTube channel). 

From 

St Mary’s Church, Halesworth 

In person, or join via:   

8am Morning Prayer                                
Zoom Meeting ID - 883 5778 9092 

Passcode - 607673 

 

6pm Evening Prayer                                 
Zoom Meeting ID - 850 0997 6304 

Passcode - 825686  

 

For login details of how to join, 
or to be added to the mailing list, 

please email: 
The Revd Alison Alder at: 

revalialder@gmail.com 
or 

The Revd Linda Berry at: 
revd.linda@huntingfield.uk 

Café Church Tuesdays! 
Café Church is held on a TUESDAY morning 

at 10am, via Zoom. 

about:blank
mailto:familyhurc@gmail.com
mailto:Christopher.Smith@rcdea.org.uk
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Animal sitting 

 Occasional and casual dog walking 

A PET’S BEST FRIEND 

Sarah Grimwood 

Insured & DBS checked 

9 Bigod Close, Halesworth, IP19 8SR 

Tel: 01986 873592       

Mob: 07895 025174 

Email:frary8sr@btinternet.com 

From the Rector... 

 

48b Thoroughfare, Halesworth IP19 8AR 
Telephone: 01986 899846 

Layla and Victor are waiting for you. 

Find us on Facebook: Victor’s Barber Shop 

Last month the Blyth Valley Parishes Joint Council had its first 
Annual Meeting.  Operating as the Team Council which it 
incorporated, its new constitution includes three previously 
unrepresented parishes.  The parishes have delegated 
authority to this body to do things such as employ an 
administrator and communications officer.  They work across 
the parishes granting economies of scale and taking some of 
the burden of the tasks that would otherwise be theirs.   
It was a great opportunity to look back at some of the great 
things that we have collectively experienced and achieved in 
2023.  Among those highlights were:  Alison Alder's Licensing 
in Wenhaston and five others being brought back into Elder 
ministry or affirmed in it.  Four Parochial Church Councils had 
successfully recruited talented new people securing their 
immediate future and increasing capacity.  The Pastoral 
Group produced a leaflet to introduce their Monday 
meetings, Labyrinth sessions at Holton and home visits.  Cafe 
Church, Bible Study Groups and Open the Book in the schools 
continued to inspire and support.  Regular Community 
Lunches and occasional clothes and toy swaps took place in 
St Mary, Halesworth.  The church also hosted a regionally 
significant three day Climate Conference in partnership with 
Action for Sustainability Halesworth attended by Bishop 
Martin, Thérèse Coffey our MP and Richard Rout the Deputy 
leader of the Council.  Local producers and supporters also 
enjoyed our first Lammas Bread and Wine Festival.  Not 
forgetting the enchanting Lady Maisery concert during the 
summer.   
As is often the case at elections to committees, councils and 
government, annual meetings can be a time for saying 
goodbye and hello, too.  That was no different for us.  
Leaving office with immediate effect was Geoffrey Kiddy.  He 
stepped down from the Lay Chair post which has seen him 
contribute to discussions to add three parishes to the group 
and to preparation and interviewing for my appointment.  
Another departure was Pedro Cockerton.  As Treasurer, he 
prepared many joint accounts and budgets over the years 
including suggesting the parishes' contributions to 
stipendiary clergy, so he understood the challenge that that 
represents.  He was de facto Treasurer for the dormant St 
Mary Walpole.   
Taking on the Co-chair role is Keith Noakes singer, beekeeper, 
gardener and Churchwarden of St Peter, Spexhall.  As a 
frequent contributor of cross parish ideas and advice to the 
Wardens' monthly meetings and WhatsApp group, his 
acceptance of appointment should feel like a natural 
progression and recognition.   
Happily, Richard Sheldrake has already been talking with 
Pedro, supporting other Treasurers and developing some 
fresh, exciting and lucrative ideas as the group Treasurer.  

Living and serving as Treasurer in St Margaret's, 
Heveningham, he is a business person with a background in 
engineering, information technology and also beekeeping!   
I look forward to working with our new officers to see our 
agreed Growth Strategy bear fruit.  Broadly, it states that we 
believe that God works in our communities held, reflected 
and amplified through our Bishops, their local ministers and 
the parish churches.   
The populations of our town and villages are:  Halesworth at 
5,000 plus souls, Holton at 800, Wenhaston and Bramfield at 
around 500, the rest around 200, save Cookley, Linstead and 
Thorington with less than 100.  To maintain two full-time 
paid clergy and other ministers and post holders between us 
we seek to raise revenue funds to cover £134,100 share and 
£23,660 expenses this year.  
Each parish hopes to recruit to have a buildings 
Churchwarden and an events Churchwarden, a Treasurer and 
a Secretary, looking after account and budget and rolling 
annual reporting and at least four other trustees.  Our aim is 
to hold a service a month in each parish; two a month in the 
larger ones and three at Holton.   
Halesworth usually has three services on a Sunday and a 
10am on Wednesdays, which are mostly all live-streamed.  
There is a roving joint service with choir on any fifth Sunday 
morning and second Sunday evening.  A welcoming and 
inspiring attitude should support, sustain and recruit 
committee members recognising our capacity and the gifts of 
others.  Each might then achieve four intentional events a 
year, to engage, fundraise and contribute, alongside offering 
Lenten opportunity for personal development whilst 
collaborating externally on pastoral care.   
I hope you found that insight into our joint council business 
encouraging!  If you are interested in supporting our 
committees offering skills in events or buildings management 
book keeping or fundraising do let me know.  Beekeeping 
experience is not required!  Also, look out for our 
advertisements for our agreed new Administrator and a new 
Communications Officer posts, as we recruit for them later in 
the year.   

 
Dominic 
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SERVICES AT ST MARY’S, 
HALESWORTH 

10am Holy Communion, every Wednesday. 

8am Traditional Communion, every Sunday. 

6pm Evensong, most Sundays. 

 

REAL ALES, REAL FOOD, REAL PUB 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
FOOD SERVED DAILY 12pm - 2pm & 5pm - 8pm 

Mill Road, Rumburgh, 

Halesworth IP19 0NT 

Tel: 01986 785257 
www.rumburghbuck.co.uk 

The 
Rumburgh 

Buck 

HALESWORTH & BRAMFIELD 
UNITED REFORMED CHURCHES 

Revd Jon Sermon – Minister     

Dear Friends, 
On Saturday 8th June, we engaged with churches from 
across the East of England in the BIG CHURCH DAY OUT 
held at Trinity Park, Ipswich. 
This event, organised by our denomination, involved 
worship, art and craft activities, face painting and balloon 
modelling, and workshops including African drumming, 
sign language, storytelling, Bible study, learning (then 
performing) the musical Jonah Man Jazz. There was food 
and drink, a resources stall, opportunities to chat, outdoor 
games and, of course, a bouncy castle! 
Below is a picture of one of the essential tasks of a Church 
Children and Families Worker. 

We had ‘stepped out in faith’ to hire the Hoppa minibus 
for the day. (No need for a volunteer driver as I am one of 
the Hoppa drivers). At first unsure if we would fill the 17 
places, we ended up taking three family cars as well. We 
were 29 adults and children, plus one ‘guest’ from our 
Lowestoft  sister church - 11 adults (aged from 20s to 70s) 
and 19 children (aged from one to 14), which reflects the 
success of our families approach that grew out of the 
Messy Church model of parents and children engaged 
together. This will be followed through in our All Age 
Holiday Bible Club, just coming up, Tuesday 6th – Friday 
9th August. Bookings need to be made by July 9th. This 
year, it has a Olympics theme. 
Whilst most of those attending will be among regulars at 
our Sunday families congregation, Messy Church and 
other activities, we can welcome those from other 
churches or none: contact Elizabeth (familyhurc@ 
gmail.com) for more details and bookings. 

                              Blessings   

                                Jon      

 
Revd Jon Sermon 

 Minister of 
Halesworth & Bramfield URC 

and North Lowestoft URC 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays 

10am - 11.30am 

about:blank
about:blank
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32 New Market 
Beccles 
Suffolk 
NR34 9HE 
Tel: 01502 712785             Email: halesworthtoys@aol.com 

THE TOY BOX 

What has your Team Vicar been up to? 

 

@densons.halesworth                         07818 212978 

 

 

4 - 5 Rectory Street, Halesworth 
Opposite the Library 

01986 872116 

Jeffery & Associates 

OPTICIANS 
jandaopticians.co.uk 

Digital Photography 
Glaucoma & Diabetic Screening 

 after young children during the school holidays, we will be 
putting on picnic lunches from 11.30am – 1.30pm every 
Thursday, St Mary’s church in Halesworth. There will be 
different activities every week and an opportunity to stay 
and play. There won’t be a charge, but donations are 
always welcome. 

Plans for the next climate conference are well underway. 
Once again it is a joint Halesworth Town Council, Blyth 
Valley Churches and Halesworth ASH (Area Sustainable 
Hub) effort. A lot has happened since last year when three 
groups were formed to focus on open spaces, rivers and 
power. The theme will be Land and Food and there will be 
activities in various places across the Blyth Valley as well 
as in St Mary’s in Halesworth. It will, hopefully, be an 
opportunity for the schools to make a stronger link with 
their local open spaces in Halesworth, Bramfield, Holton 
and Wenhaston. Details will soon be available at https://
halesworthash.com/  

I am about to go on holiday and have already been 
thinking of Christmas. It sounds crazy, but when July 
comes around, we already need to be thinking that far 
ahead. Someone asked me if we could to a quiet service 
this year for anyone who finds all the hype around 
Christmas difficult for whatever reason, so we will be 
adding that into the mix this year. We will also be 
welcoming Lady Maisery back to St Mary’s in Halesworth 
for their beautiful album tour: Awake Arise on December 
6th. Never a dull moment! 

                  With love and blessings as always 

Revd Gini 

Thank you for all the good wishes 
and support regarding my shingles. 
It sounds like a lot of people know 
what it’s like and wish they didn’t. I 
am over it now, thank goodness 
apart from a few odd prickles. I 
almost felt normal for a couple of 
weeks which was amazing, but I 

soon find out when I have overdone things. It’s all about 
balance and pacing myself – easier said than done! 

Since I last wrote anything for the Times, an election has 
been called and it’s been on my mind, in my prayers and 
the subject of my sermons. I don’t think we can or should 
avoid the subject as it affects everyone. People may be 
praying for a certain outcome but whose side would God 
be on? I am sure there are plenty of people praying for 
their team to win in Euro24 but not every team can win. 
We often hear said that people vote for what will be best 
for them and the fear being stoked in this election plays 
into our anxieties about the future and can make people 
more inward-looking. We need to take care to look behind 
the headlines and vote for what will be best for us, yes, 
but also our neighbours – our fellow human beings, here 
and abroad. Whatever happens by the time I write my 
next piece we will have a newly formed government. 

I am pleased to report that the Family Communion 
services on the second Sunday of every month are going 
well. It’s a relaxed service for people of any age because 
we are all part of some kind of family as well as the family 
of the Christ which, in my humble opinion, includes 
everyone whether they know it or not!  For people looking 
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From the 

Ringing Chamber 

It has been a relatively quiet month after the excitement of 
May.   Sundays have seen us ringing at Wenhaston, Wissett 
and Huntingfield, while we’ve successfully completed three 
quarter peals.  The first was Plain Bob Minor at Wissett, with 
Judith ringing the treble for her first of Minor (that’s all six 
bells changing); then Little Bob Major at Halesworth, where 
the treble only goes as far as fourths place: this makes it easy 
for the treble but harder for everyone else; and finally back 
to Wissett for Cambridge Surprise Minor with Erika ringing 
her first of Surprise (i.e. difficult). 
Some of us also took part in the NE District outing.  About 15 
ringers from various towers rang at  Wickham Skeith, 

Gislingham and Redgrave.  All these bells are in excellent 
condition and are a joy to ring, and made us realise what we 
are missing back home. 
Blythburgh church was unavailable for our usual Tuesday 
practice on June 18th so we accepted an invitation from 
Theberton to go there, revisiting the scene of our striking 
competition victory.  These are a lovely little six where we 
enjoyed a progressive practice, and were pleased to welcome 
a visitor from Surrey.  Another advantage of this church is the 
proximity to the friendly Theberton Lion where we enjoyed 
the usual post-ring refreshment. 

PJG 

We are blessed in the Blyth Valley to live in an area where 
we can enjoy the beauty and restorative power of the 
natural world. Most of our churches have churchyards, 
where flora and fauna can flourish. Holton’s Labyrinth on the 
paddock is a wonderful resource both for congregations and 
the local community. As Christians, the responsible 
stewardship of God’s creation is a fundamental part of our 
faith, including as it does, loving our neighbours both locally 
and globally. 
The Eco-church award scheme is an excellent way of 
demonstrating  to our communities how we are living out 
our faith. Several of our churches have already achieved their 
first awards. Others, like Wenhaston, are working towards 
them. As part of this, we asked Wenhaston Primary School’s 
school council to visit our church building and churchyard to 
find out what we do to encourage wildlife. They were 
fascinated by the groove on top of our ancient church door 
where bats fly in and out of the building. They also found 
over 20 different species of wild flowers growing among the 
gravestones.  

Caring for Creation and Eco-Church Awards 

The Eco-church award scheme covers five areas of our 
church life: Worship and Teaching, Buildings, Church Land, 
Community and Global Engagement, and Lifestyle. As well as 
enabling our congregations to live sustainable lives, the 
scheme can be a means of working with our communities, 
including our parish councils. In Wenhaston, we have found 
we are doing a lot of positive things but not always 
publicising what they are. For example, we recycle paper, not 
on the premises but by taking it home. Members of the 
congregation share lifts to services and events but we don’t 
advertise. We are careful not to waste electricity but don’t 
have notices around the church encouraging visitors to 
switch off lights when they leave. Simple, practical actions 
but they all add up. 
If you would like more information about achieving your first 
award, please contact me, or come along to St Peter’s Room, 
St Peter’s Church, Holton on Tuesday 2nd July at 7.30pm for 
the next meeting of the Deanery Environment Group. 

Revd Alison Alder 
Email: revalialder@gmail.com  

Jonathan Alder showed the children a slow worm under one of the newly installed reptile refuges. 
The children interviewed Jonathan about the management of the churchyard. 

about:blank
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    Halesworth dementia Carers’ Fund 

 

Golf Day 
On May30th several members of the HdCF Committee met at 
the Golf Club to receive a cheque for £6,700 resulting from 
the golf competition. We are so grateful to Halesworth Golf 
Club, and to John Giles and Sara Higgins who worked so hard 
to make this happen. As reported last month, we are also 
grateful to all our sponsors, and all the very kind people who 
helped raise this figure. While some expenses need to come 
off, we are still left with a magnificent amount which will go 
so far in helping us continue our work. 

The photo (above) shows Paul Kent, Golf Club Men’s Captain 
(centre back), John Giles (second left) and Sara Higgins 
(kneeling at the front) with members of the HdCF committee. 
It also shows Sarah Giles on the right, representing our main 
sponsor, Suffolk Car Centre. 

Monthly Film 
First, an important announcement. The film in July will be 
shown on July 10th, a week earlier than usual, as The Cut has 
another event on 17th. We hope you will still be able to 
come. The film will be Little Voice, with Jane Horrocks, 
Michael Caine, Brenda Blethyn and Jim Broadbent. As usual, 
doors will open at 1.30pm for a 2pm start, and admission is 
by £5 donation. 

Website 
We are delighted to announce that we have a new website. 

This website gives all the details of our activities, what we do, 
and how to contact us. To find it just go to www. 
halesworthdementia.co.uk 
You can also keep up with us by following our Facebook 
page. 

100+ Club 
We now have 140 members and are so grateful to all who 
support it. There are four monthly prizes, of £100, £75, £50 
and £25. 
Our winners in May were numbers 87, 89, 26 and 24. The 
winning ticket numbers for June were: 2, 114, 54 and 69. 
If you would like to join the 100+ Club, please contact Anna 
on 07721842802. 

Annual General Meeting 
We held our AGM on June 10th, with a good attendance, 
despite the weather. 
The meeting began with a short talk given by David Fosdike 
and Karen Kerridge from Halesworth Health and Care, 
reporting on the progress converting the old Methodist 
Church into a care centre. 
The meeting received several reports, including accounts for 
the year, and a report by our Chair, Nikki Sawkins, on the 
work of the Fund over the last year. 
The following officers were voted in: Chair, Nikki Sawkins; 
Vice Chair, Nicky Kelly; Treasurer, Iris Smith; Secretary, 
Arlette Smith, aided by Consultant Secretary Dave Rich. 

John Wood 
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The Community Larder is open to 
everyone.  It doesn’t matter who you 
are, you are welcome to pop in and 
see what we have got in stock.  And 
what a range of items we have.  You 
will find fresh fruit and veg, tinned 
goods and household staples.  And 
because much of our stock is 
donated by kind local people and 

businesses, you can sometimes find tempting little treats to 
give you a lift.  All we ask is that you give a donation, 
whatever you can afford.  We are one of the few Suffolk Food 
Larders that doesn’t make a charge.   

So please do not think that the Larder isn’t for you.  Too often 
we think that there are people who are worse off than us, 
who need the Larder more than we do.  But that is not what 
the Halesworth Community Larder is all about.  We welcome 
everyone.  The chat that you have with other visitors and our 
wonderful team of volunteers is just as important as the food 
items that you can pick up.   

Of course, we are not naïve.  We know that people are really 
struggling, that it can be hard to have enough money to make 
it to the end of the month.  And we also know how hard it is 
to ask for help or admit that you are in need.  But because we 
don’t ask any questions and you don’t have to tell us 
anything about your personal circumstances, you can just 
come and enjoy this special place and get the food and 
supplies that you need. 

Halesworth Community Larder.  Everyone welcome! 
You can also contribute in lots of different ways.  What would 
we do without the wonderful knitted gifts that we get given 
by Maureen and Theresa (not their real names) or the 
summer gluts of tomatoes and courgettes that Mary turns 
into wonderfully imaginative chutneys and other people use 
to make delicious summer salads.   
You can also help us cut down on waste.  We are very proud 
to be part of the FareShare network, so we will often get 
large deliveries of fruit and vegetables, unsold stock from 
local supermarkets.  This week it is pak choi, celery and 
spring onions, I see a lovely summer stir fry coming on! 
So come and see us at the Community Larder, a wonderful 
local project led by Halesworth Volunteers and the church.  
We are open on Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays from 
10am – 11.30am at the Church Hall.   
Everyone is welcome.  Come and see us soon. 

Thank you to everyone who came along and supported our 
Spring Fair on Saturday 18th May.  We are so grateful to you 
all and with your generosity we raised a fantastic £2461.63. 
We hope you enjoyed the event and had a chance to catch 
up with friends and neighbours over a cup of tea or lunch. It 
is always a pleasure for us to see familiar faces and welcome 
new ones. 
We are as always indebted to the following businesses who 
so generously supply the food we serve for our lunches. Their 
continuing support for Cancer Research is greatly 
appreciated. Cleveleys, Halesworth Co-op, Halesworth Spar 
and Tesco’s.  
Thank you to the following businesses for contributing a prize 
for our raffle and congratulations to everyone who won. The 
White Hart Halesworth, Tululas, KHG Hair and Beauty, 
Patrick’s Newsagents, Africa Alive Kessingland, Wentworth 
Hotel Aldeburgh and The Wee Bothy Geldeston. 
Thank you to Market Fields for donating a beautiful hamper 
which was won by Gill. The Bonus Ball Whiskey Hamper was 
won by Linda from Holton. Congratulations to both ladies. 
Thank you to everyone who made the cake stall look so 
inviting by baking for us. The scones, cheese straws, sausage 
rolls,  cream horns, Viennese whirls and cakes were fantastic 
and delicious. Thank you if you provided a jam jar of flowers 
which made the tables look so pretty, donated a raffle prize, 
brought along plants for the garden stall or contributed in 
any way to make the day so successful. 

Our next event is our week (July 4th-10th) in the iChameleon 
pop up shop in The Thoroughfare Halesworth. The shop will 
be full of interesting items and plenty of bargains to be 
found.  We will have a few new clothes and some nearly new 
“labels” Seasalt, Fat Face, Ted Baker, Monsoon etc. 

We have a program of extra things throughout the week.:- 

Thursday 4th Tombola;  Friday 5th Jane Bastow from The 
Laburnums with her plant stall; Saturday 6th Cake stall 
(please bring a tin etc if you can to take some of our delicious 
cakes home); Monday 7th Books and Jigsaws; Tuesday 8th 
The U3A ukulele band will be performing for us at approx 
11.30am. (This was great fun last year and everyone enjoyed 
joining in with the songs) 

Please look out for another exciting event… on Friday 30th 
August, The Old Hall Cafe (Reydon/Southwold) are hosting 
the Maize Maze by torchlight again for us this year. Tickets 
will be available soon on their website, this was very popular 
last year so please book early to avoid being disappointed. 

The committee and volunteers at the Halesworth Branch of 
Cancer Research greatly appreciate your support for our all of 
our events. Our heartfelt thank you to you all. 

For more information please contact me. 

Dawn Davis 
(Chair)  

01986 873640 

HALESWORTH BRANCH OF CANCER RESEARCH 
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BLYTH VALLEY CHURCHES  

ADMINISTRATOR  

Average 16 hours per week.  
Honorary/Real living wage.  

Based in Halesworth office, but may include home working.  
Role: Public point of contact for 14 benefices. Overseeing Pastoral office processes.  

Clerk to Blyth Valley Parishes Joint Council - organising and minuting meetings.  
Managing Safeguarding Dashboard and DBS applications.  

Making collective purchases of church consumables. Processing Faculty applications.  
Maintaining the Blyth Valley Churches Directory.  

The applicant must have good administrative experience and be organised, literate and 
numerate, with a knowledge of using word processors, spreadsheets and electronic 

communication etc.  
The post holder must be confident and mature and be able to work on their own initiative, 

managing workload and priorities.   

An experience of working for a voluntary organisation would be desirable.  
 

For further information about the post, or to submit your CV and a covering letter, 
please contact the Revd Dominic Doble, Team Rector: dominic.doble@phonecoop.coop  

BLYTH VALLEY CHURCHES  

COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER  

Average 7 hours a week.   
Honorary/Real living wage.  

Home working.  
Role: Promoting the visiting and use of churches and related events. Developing and 

maintaining information sharing relationships with PCC Secretaries and 
village communicators.  

Developing and maintaining the Blyth Valley Churches website and other media platforms.  
BVTimes monthly magazine: compiling, writing and collating contents, proof reading.  

Marketing and managing advertising.  Managing subscriptions and distributors.  
 

The applicant must be organised, literate and numerate, with a knowledge of using word 
processors, spreadsheets and electronic communication etc.  

They should be inspiring and visionary, with the ability to make or escalate decisions.  

An experience of marketing would be desirable.  

For further information about the post, or to submit your CV and a covering letter, 
please contact the Revd Dominic Doble, Team Rector: dominic.doble@phonecoop.coop 

SITUATIONS VACANT 
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SINGTONG NEEYOM 
THAI RESTAURANT 

Open from 5pm-8.30pm, Thursdays to Saturdays 
Dine-in or Take-away.  

Call us on 01986 873737 
Lunchtime orders also by prior arrangement 

37 Thoroughfare, Halesworth IP19 8LE 

 

Telephone: 01986 872072 
Email: karen@eastcoastadministration.co.uk 

www.eastcoastadministration.co.uk 

Payroll & 
Book Keeping Services 
Quickbooks Licences 

 

Boho & Blyth 

Independent clothing, accessories 
and homeware boutique 

Relaxed pieces that bring elegance,                                                                         
fun & creativity to your wardrobe and 

home at affordable prices 
58 Thoroughfare, Halesworth 

IP19 8AR 

www.bohoandblyth.com 

The 2024 INK Festival was our eighth, and, in so many 
respects, it met or surpassed the targets and expectations we 
had set for ourselves.  This is particularly important as we 
look back to our first Festival in 2015, when, with a vision 
about the power and impact of the short play, a commitment 
to new writing, scriptwriters and the Cut Arts Centre in 
Halesworth, and not much more, we had 15 script 
submissions, staged eight new plays in the Cut, and worked 
with a minimal budget with no Arts Council support.  In 2024, 
we had nearly 1000 script submissions, staged 70 short plays 
for stage and radio across 10 venues throughout Halesworth, 
included poetry, comedy, youth and family events, talks and 
workshops,  benefitted from the seventh consecutive year of 
Arts’ Council support, and worked to a total budget of over 
£150,000.   
Even in the weeks since the Festival, 25 scripts have been 
requested by other producers/directors for potential 
development or productions elsewhere, including the 
Edinburgh Festival, The Park Theatre London and 1st Light 
Festival.   Also, to date  a number of actors have already 
gained further employment as a direct result of being seen at 
the Festival.    
INK has, indeed, now become a dynamic, multi-dimensional 
organisation.  
• We work throughout the year, providing script-writing 
workshops and working with young people. 
• We gather in and evaluate the short play scripts that have 
given real creative writing opportunities to thousands. Those 
who have their work selected for the Festival are thrilled and 
often inspired to do more writing. 
• We work with secondary school students by using the short 
play, specially commissioned works, and school tours to 
focus on vital social issues such as County Lines and youth 
mental health. 
• We provide work and networking opportunities for a large 
number of creatives, many who have had their careers 
enhanced by INK. 
• For five days, as Halesworth is filled with INK, our Festival 
enhances the business turnover, footfall, and general 
presentation and reputation of the town.  Our second annual 
Sunday Funday, free to all and held in the Town’s Market 
Square, was a particular hit this year.  
• We focus on key social issues such as the environment and 
the future of creative arts support in Britain. The 2024 

Post Festival Report for the 2024 INK Festival 
Festival featured the premiere of a powerful play by Prof. 
Steve Waters of UEA followed by a Q&A with Jake Fiennes, 
environmental campaigner and Director of Holkham Nature 
Reserve.  We also hosted a Panel Discussion chaired by Libby 
Purves and including the Artistic Directors of major theatres 
and production companies throughout East Anglia. 
• At the Festival we provide theatre-based activities for 
children across all age ranges. 
• And, of course, the Festival provides new and returning 
audiences the truly impressive experience of accessing 70 
powerful, very entertaining, and often though-provoking 
short plays (the 70 best from 1000) employing professional 
actors, directors, and technicians, all within very intimate and 
accessible venues. 
• In 2023 we held the inaugural INK Youth Schools’ Festival 
Day. We were, and continue to be, determined to build upon 
the very strong links we have established with the secondary 
schools in the area.  This year, the students and staff of over 
20 schools again attended a special fifth Festival day, free of 
charge with lunch and transport provided, if required.  
Hundreds came from around the region, including students 
who have a range of complex needs and receive alternative 
education.  They attended with their tutors and were able to 
experience the power of live theatre, discuss the themes and 
topics of the plays, and participate in Q & A’s with the INK 
Creatives.  
• More than ever before, the organisation and management 
of the 2024 Festival has been effective and efficient.  The 
publicity and fundraising have all proceeded according to 
plan, the audiences for our four evening performances were 
all at, or near, the 200 capacity of the Cut Theatre, and the 
marketing teams significantly increased the use and reach of 
social media, the press and media, and mailings, leading to 
increased ticket sales.  INK’s presentation of 70 plays and 
much more over five days was a masterwork of organisation.  
The INK team now has yet another successful Festival from 
which we can learn and upon which we can build for 2025. 
All of us at INK are so very grateful for the support you have 
given us over the years, and we do hope you will continue to 
help us as we move on to our 2025 Festival - April 24th to 
28th in Halesworth. 
                                 Kind regards 

John Bainer, Trustee of INK 
www.inkFestival.org  

about:blank
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Wide selection of current titles 
Out of print book search/ordering 

Supply of CD’s and DVD’s 
Wide selection of cards and gift wrap 

42 Thoroughfare, Halesworth IP19 8AR 
Telephone: 01986 873840         halesworthbookshop@gmail.com 

 
 Plants, Crafts 

 and Workshops  
Ancient House 
6 Thoroughfare 

Halesworth IP19 8AH 

01986 513177 
hello@thegreenhousesuffolk.co.uk 

FOOTCARE SPECIALIST PRACTITIONER 

Let me help to keep your feet happy 
and healthy 

TREATMENTS AVAILABLE: 
DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE, INGROWN TOENAILS 

CORNS, VERRUCAS, CALLUSES, 
PAINFUL HARD SKIN 

THICK NAIL TRIMMING AND FILING 
GENERAL FOOT HEALTH CARE 

AND FOOT TIDYING 

PHONE 01986 872067 
MOBILE 07497 371073 

I AM AVAILABLE FOR HOME VISITS 
BY APPOINTMENT 

NO BAD FEET 
Susan Fitch, A.H.C.P. 

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 
PLEASE 

 

Can anyone spare one or two Wednesday 
mornings (from 10am - 11.30am) each month to 

come and help us at Waveney Foodbank in          
St Mary’s church Halesworth, please? 

If you are able to volunteer, please contact 
Gill on 07940 221054 or Pauline on 07758 489102 

The perfect setting for healing, learning and personal development 
 

Walpole Hatch Farm, Halesworth, Suffolk IP19 9BB 

01986 784500 
info@theharmonycentre.com          www.theharmonycentre.com 

www.facebook.com/theharmonycentre 

Complementary Health Centre 
Therapies, Classes, Workshops, Courses 

 
 

 

OPEN: Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
9.30am – 1pm; 

(Mondays, Thursdays, Saturdays and 
Sundays closed). Tel: 07770 465785 

I and, coincidentally, my IT devices, are unwell. 
Apologies, no column this month. 

Hoping to “see” you in August.  

 Val Jennings 
For Sign of the Fish 

  C A L U M  R A C K H A M 

Plumbing & Heating Services 

Services, Repairs & Maintenance • Everyday Household Plumbing 

Heating Installation •  Underfloor Heating 

Bathrooms • Water Softeners 

Based in the East Suffolk area. Over 20 years experience. Certified. 

Telephone: 07538 720992. Email: calumrackham@gmail.com 

Rural Dean of 
Waveney & Blyth Deanery  

The Bishop of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich is pleased 
to announce that The Revd Dominic Doble has been 
appointed as the Rural Dean of Waveney & Blyth 
Deanery; this is with immediate effect. 
Dominic will be licensed to this post by the Archdeacon 
of Suffolk Rich Henderson, on July 14th during 
Evensong at St Peter’s Spexhall, at 6pm. 
This is in addition to Dominic’s current role as Team 
Rector of the Blyth Valley Churches and Priest in Charge 
of Heveningham with Ubbeston, Huntingfield and 
Cookley. 
Please keep Dominic in your prayers as he takes on this 
additional responsibility.  
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Excerpts from 
Transformation Now  

June 2024 
www.musuffolk.org.uk 

Charity No 249726 

                            thehalesworthcarpetshop.co.uk  

            THE HALESWORTH 

CARPET SHOP 

CARPETS • RUGS • NATURAL FLOORINGS 

CURTAINS • BEDS & MATTRESSES  

GREAT SERVICE AND GREAT PRICES  

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT:  
42 Thoroughfare, Halesworth IP19 8AR 

Telephone: 01986 872222 

LIFE EVENTS 

From the Registers IN june 
FUNERALS/interment of ashes 

Joyce Evelyn Forster at Huntingfield 

Ann Brayton Meek at Wissett 

Margaret Want at Halesworth 

David Bird at Walpole 

Mary Sumner Day, 9th August 2024 
Instead of a church service this year we are having an event 
in Southwold from 12noon to mid- afternoon, at the foot of 
the pier in Southwold. This is a time to come together, relax, 
share stories, have fun, (bring our picnics or buy our own fish 
and chips) and simply enjoy being Mothers' Union together 
in Eds and Ips.  The MU brass plaque celebrating 125 years of 
Mary Sumner's vision has, since the pier's renovation, "gone 
missing" - and we need to find it again.  More details to 
follow. 
 

Have your say about our 150th celebration of 
Mothers’ Union 

Mary Sumner House are very keen to hear the views from 
members across the UK on how we can celebrate 150 years 
since the first Mothers’ Union meeting in 2026. Could you 
suggest a theme for 2026?  

There is to be a service in St Paul’s Cathedral but we want 
ideas that reach outside the church. You can email Mary 
Sumner House at communications@mothersunion.org and 
please copy Beryl Mee into your email at: 
secretarysuffolkmu@gmail.com 
 

Wave of prayer 2024 
Our dates for the Wave of Prayer 2024 are Tuesday 16th 
July to Thursday 18th July. A service will be available shortly 
and will also be posted on our musuffolk.org website for you 
to use in your branches. On these three days we join with 
our link dioceses to pray for the work of Mothers’ Union. 

 

‘Growing Younger’ Prayer meetings - each Monday 
Mothers’ Union members are invited to join the new 
diocesan ‘Growing Younger’ prayer group in a weekly prayer 
Zoom meeting from 9.15am to 9.45am every Monday 
(excluding bank holidays) to pray for children, young people, 
families, paid and volunteer workers, teachers, schools and 
churches."  
To obtain the zoom link, please contact Emma Allison at: 
emma.allinson@cofesuffolk.org  
 

Praying for the Rural and Agricultural 
Chaplaincy Team  

The Rural and Agricultural Team have asked for the prayer 
support of Mothers’ Union members. Linda Ginn met their 
team recently and was told that they need all the prayers 
they can get. As well as for the Team, our Farmers and 
Growers and their Families also need prayer for their 
physical and mental health, for financial worries, isolation 
and many other things that life throws up. 

 
This month our prayers are for the Clergy, Lay Readers and 
Elders in the deanery of Ixworth. 

about:blank
about:blank


Blyth Valley Times Page 15 July 2024 

 

Waveney and Blyth Environment Group 
 

 

 

 
Next meeting: 

7.30pm Tuesday 2nd July 2024  
St Peter’s Room, Holton IP19 8NG 

 
Theme: “Creationtide” 

 
Everyone from churches across the Waveney and Blyth 

Deanery is welcome to come and share what they are already 
doing to promote environmental issues and 

to discuss new ideas. 

 
For more details contact: Revd Alison Alder 

revalialder@gmail.com / 01502 478855 

Please note change of date 

Tuesday 2nd July 
(not June 25th as previously advertised) 

mailto:revalialder@gmail.com
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The Revd Vic Hopkins                               Associate Priest 
Tel: 01986 875934 
Email: csninefour@btinternet.com 

The Revd David Sochon                           Associate Priest 
Tel: 01986 781151 
Email: davidsochon@googlemail.com 

Fr Jonathan Olanczuk                               Associate Priest 
Tel: 01502 470079. 
Email: olanczuk@me.com  

Fr Desmond Banister                                Associate Priest 
Tel: 07702 725825. 
Email: ppasnh@gmail.com                     

The Blyth Valley Churches office in St Mary’s 
Church is OPEN on Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 

9am - 1pm.  Tel 01986 875941. 
On Wednesdays and Fridays, the Administrator 
can be contacted on 07752 275328 (9am - 1pm). 

Email: office.bvtm@gmail.com 

ELDERS 

Jason Busby 
01986 873336. Email: jasonbusby@yahoo.co.uk 

Alison Cackett 
01986 874442. Email: acackett@me.com 

Veronica Downing 
07799 484266.  

Email: veronica@veronicadowning.co.uk 

Malcolm Heath 
01986 785289. Email: mlheath@aol.com 

Eileen Salmon 
07938 199067 

Janet Walkey 
01986 872594. Email: janetwalkey@hotmail.com 

The Blyth Valley Ministry Team 

The Revd 
Alison Alder 

Associate Priest 
Oakhurst, 

Blackheath Road 
Wenhaston, IP19 9HD 

Tel: 01502 478855 
Mobile: 07584 416277 

Email: 
 revalialder@gmail.com  

(Off duty: Thurs & Fri) 

The Revd 
Linda Berry  

Assistant Curate 
Old Post Office, 

The Street, 
Huntingfield, 

IP19 0PU 
Tel: 01986 798165 

Email: 
revd.linda@ 

huntingfield.uk 
(Off duty: Mon & Tues) 

The Revd 
Dominic Doble 

Team Rector 
The Rectory, 

Highfield Road, 
Halesworth, IP19 8SJ 
Tel: 01986 948968 

Mobile: 07743 554955 
Email: 

dominic.doble@ 
phonecoop.coop 

(Off duty: Mondays) 

The Revd 
Gini Williams 

Team Vicar 
The Vicarage, 
Beccles Road, 

Holton, IP19 8NG 
Tel: 01986 875541 

Mobile: 07572 872512 
Email: 

rev.giniwilliams@ 
godsearth.co.uk  

(Off duty: Fridays) 

Blyth Valley Churches 
have joined the  “Give a Little” online donation service. 
Details of how you can make a donation to Blyth Valley 

Churches are on our website: https://
www.blythvalleychurches.co.uk 

or you can simply scan the QR code 
printed here using your mobile device. 

 
Your donation goes 
towards the work of  

Blyth Valley Churches 

READERS 
Veronica Mowat  

Tel: 07802611410. Email: vmm1151@gmail.com  
Jim Green 

Tel: 07742032536. 
Email: jimpiecrust@phonecoop.coop  

mailto:Email%3Averonica@veronicadowning.co.uk
mailto:vmm1151@gmail.com
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Blyth Valley Churches Contacts 
Keith Noakes: Lay Chair BV Parishes Joint Council 
Tel: 07939 527340  
Email: keith.noakes@gmail.com  

Richard Sheldrake: Treasurer BV Parishes Joint Council  
Tel: 07584 165678  
Email: treasurer.bvtm@gmail.com 

Carolyn Clarke: Administrator Blyth Valley Churches 
and Clerk to BV Parishes Joint Council        
Tel: 01986 875941 or 07752 275328.   
Email: office.bvtm@gmail.com 

Karen Wynne Evans: Choir Director Blyth Valley 
Churches Tel: 01986 873431 
Email: karen.wynne.evans@virgin.net 

Jason Busby: Organist Blyth Valley Churches 
Tel: 01986 873336. Mobile: 07817 863533 
Email: jasonbusby@yahoo.co.uk 

Philip Gorrod: Contact for bell ringers across the Blyth 
Valley Churches 
Tel: 01986 875354 
Email: pjg@hhhh.me.uk 

ECUMENICAL CLERGY 

The Revd Martin Keenan 
Methodist Minister 

8 Corton Road, Lowestoft NR32 4PL. Tel: 01502 560178 
Email: martin.keenan@methodist.org.uk  

 

The Revd Jon Sermon 
URC Minister, Halesworth & Bramfield URC,  

Quay Street, Halesworth IP19 8EP. Tel: 01986 873761 
Email: pastorjonsermon@gmail.com  

 

Father Christopher Smith 
Roman Catholic Priest 

St Edmund King & Martyr Roman Catholic Church, 
Halesworth IP19 8SY. Tel: 01502 723207 
Email: Christopher.Smith@rcdea.org.uk  

Blyth Valley Times  
published monthly by  

Blyth Valley Churches  

Deadline date for ALL copy for the  
AUGUST edition issue is: 

WEDNESDAY 17TH JULY 
Publishing date: Thursday 25th July 

Advertising: 
01986 875941/07752 275328. 

Email: blyth.valley.times@gmail.com 

PARISH CHURCHWARDEN CONTACT 

Blyford Charlie Hawkins charliehawkins100 
@gmail.com 

Bramfield Jinnie Barham  01986 784254 

Chediston Jo Wareham  07711 066727 

Cookley Jane Evers 01986 785209 

Halesworth Jason Busby 01986 873336 

Heveningham Jeanette Griffin  01986 798280               

Holton John Hewlett 
Chris Knevett 

01986 875913 
01986 872467 

Huntingfield Emma Ward 01986 785343 

Linstead Malcolm Heath 01986 785289 

Spexhall Keith Noakes 07939 527340 

Thorington Mike Gower 01502 478078 

Walpole Ken Allen 
Lee Hill 

01986 784240 
07713 450078 

Wenhaston Jonathan Alder 01502 478855 

Wissett Geoffrey Kiddy 01986 873173   

tel:+447584165678
mailto:pjg@hhhh.me.uk
mailto:pastorjonsermon@gmail.com
mailto:Christopher.Smith@rcdea.org.uk
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News from Town & Villages 
The next item is from Chris Collins at 
Circle 67: 

Circle 67 - Twelfth Night 
Circle 67 will be touring our 40th 
Shorter Summer Shakespeare in July. 
The first ever performance of this 
series (of A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream) was at the Queen’s Head in 
Bramfield in July 1984. I directed it and 
both my children played fairies. 
We’ll be back at the Queen’s Head this 
year on Tuesday 16th July at 7.15pm 
to perform Twelfth Night. It’s a fast-
paced romantic comedy with 
interwoven plots of cross-dressing and 
practical jokes and includes music and 
songs from the period. Something for 
everyone! 
Despite what you might have thought 
about Shakespeare at school, it’s very 
funny and many people’s favourite 
play. Our version will last an hour and 
a bit; we don’t charge admission - 
instead we’ll pass our hats round at 
the end. What you put in them 
subsidises our indoor stage 
productions. 
Find our other performances of the 
tour on circle67.co.uk  
 
The next item is from Jane Edwards 
and Fiona Ryder: 

Bramfield Village Green 
The opening of Bramfield Village 
Green was held on Sunday 2nd June 
when the village was invited to 
bring a picnic and come together to 
enjoy the new community meadow. 
Around ninety people attended. 
Adults and children tried out the new 
5-aside football pitch, explored the 
field and listened to music from The 
He-Hews, who entertained us 
wonderfully. The weather was kind 
and it was lovely to see the new green 
being used and so obviously enjoyed. 
Our thanks go to Steve Thurston and 
his family for their hard work 
preparing the field and installing 
the fencing, Moggy for helping to clear 
and tidy the hedges, Bailey and Steel 
families and Julie for all their help 
setting up, to Malachy and Fiona for 
mowing and strimming the field, to 
Aubrey for lending the bunting, and to 
Johnny Clarke for playing for free. 
After all the hard work over the last 
couple of years, it is a real joy to see 

the children playing on the green after 
school and in the evenings, enjoying a 
kick-about. 
On June  8th and 9th, Bramfield Village 
Hall presented an Evening/Afternoon 
with Charlie Mackesy at Thorington 
Theatre. Charlie enthralled sell-out 
audiences with a magical performances 
on both days and generously donated 
to his time, creativity and enthusiasm, 
along with raffle prizes of his beautiful, 
thoughtful prints, each worth more 
than £200. The show, produced by 
Fiona Ryder, was a roaring success 
raising £11,678 net of all costs. 
Thorington Theatre kindly donated the 
venue for free on Saturday. Our thanks 
to Jane, Pat and Julie for selling so 
many raffle tickets which contributed 
more than £1400 to the overall total. 
Funds raised will be used for phase two 
of the meadow’s conversion into a 
village green, including play equipment 
and tree planting. To date the Village 
Hall Charity has raised an impressive 
total of £72,000 thanks to the 
generosity of people who have 
contributed both significant time and 
money to the village green project. 

Chediston 
Correspondent 

Sally Aldous  01986 873363 
We look forward to the Suffolk Day 
celebrations in Chediston on  June 21st 
– report to follow next month. 
It was very pleasing to receive a “thank 
you” from the Diocese of St 
Edmundsbury & Ipswich for raising 
£4286.00 towards the 2023 Parish 
Share.  I quote, “I would like to 

Blyford  
Correspondent 

Alison Cackett 01986 874442 
acackett@me.com 

 

Bramfield 
Correspondent 

Joanna Wilkinson 
07986 217868 

joanna.wilkinson6@gmail.com  

This year's Bramfield Village Fete is 
aimed at involving all those that wish to 
get together to celebrate the new 
Bramfield Village Green and our 
Community. The Green is there for all 
to enjoy and we look forward to 
enthusiastic audience participation at 
the Fete! 
Everyone can help in some way to make 
the afternoon a success, be it by moving 
furniture, making cakes, running a stall/ 
game for a couple of hours, pulling their 
way to a win in the Tug o' War or 
scoring goals in the footie competition. 
Please let us know if you wish to be 
involved and we will find you a job or, if 
you have ideas of your own, please feel 
free to air them. 
DONATIONS of cakes for tea and a cake 
sale, bric-à-brac and books for a stall, 
plants for a stall and tombola and raffle 
prizes, before the day, are very 
welcome. Please either leave donations 
at St Andrew’s Church, Bramfield or 
contact me on the email/telephone 
number above and we will happily 
collect from you.  

St Andrew’s Church, 
Bramfield 

has joined the  “Give a Little” online 
donation service. 

Details of how you can make a 
donation are on our website: https://

www.blythvalleychurches.org.uk/    
st-andrews-church-bramfield 

or you can scan the QR code printed 
here using your mobile device. 

Live Music                             Jewellery 
Face Painting                Books, Plants and Jumble 
Raffle and Tombola       Local Art and Photos 
Book Sale                      Field Games 

Tea, Cakes and Hot Food 
 

Entry by Donation 

In aid of 
Bramfield Village Hall and Green 

Bramfield St Andrew’s Church Restoration Fund 

No Dogs on Field Please 

Event subject to weather and activities may be subject to change 

The New Bramfield Village Green on Bridge Street 

http://circle67.co.uk/
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sincerely thank your PCC and 
congregation for their hard work, 
generosity and commitment so clearly 
demonstrated over the last 12 months.  
Your continued and generous support 
enables mission and ministry to thrive 
in every community in our Diocese.” 
We all enjoyed a great day out at the 
Suffolk show on May 29th. Peter, of 
Chediston Green, helped out with goat 
showing and entered the junior handler 
competition for which he got a fourth 
place rosette and certificate. Here he is 
with Amaryllis.  

Chediston & Linstead WI – 
Tuesday 11th June 

Our speaker was Deborah Lay who led 
us through an interesting talk on turtle 
dove conservation.   

Natural England and 
the RSPB are 
encouraging farmers to 
help in the 
preservation of these 

birds (not to be confused with ordinary 
doves or wood pigeons). To illustrate 
this, she produced a taxidermied ringed 
specimen for us to see and examine.  
Not everyone wanted to do this!  We 
were told how they nest on the ground 
and are very vulnerable laying tiny 
white eggs which she also brought 
along.  These take two weeks to hatch, 
some are caught and ringed before 
being released into the wild, she then 
answered a lot of questions.  
As always, we enjoyed the draw and a 
delicious tea. 
We are all very sorry that Vicky 
Wilkinson is seeking “pastures new” 
when she leaves Linstead for Yorkshire 
to be near her family.  We shall miss her 
so much; she has organised the 
monthly meetings and some lovely 

 

away days for the Branch, not to 
mention delivering the local WI 
magazine. 

80th ANNIVERSARY D-DAY                    
BELL RINGING AT  ST MARY’S 

To commemorate the 80th Anniversary 
of D-Day and to mark the occasion, 
Chediston celebrated by ringing our 
bells on June 6th to a long touch of 
1080 changes. Bells rang out across the 
whole country on the evening of the D-
Day anniversary. 

1080 Plain Bob Doubles 
1 Claire Whiting; 2 Graham Downing; 3 
Veronica Downing ©; 4 Hilary Stearn; 5 
Jonathan Iles; 6 Lizzie Wood. 
This performance was linked to the 
event Ringing Out for Peace - 80th 
Anniversary of D-Day Landings. 
Pictured below: The D-Day 80th 
Anniversary bell ringers at Chediston. 

Cookley 
Correspondent Jane Evers 

Halesworth 
Correspondent Jason Busby 

01986 873336 
halesworthparish@gmail.com 

The service to celebrate the life of 
Margaret Want took place on Tuesday 
18th June. Very rare these days to have 
a funeral of service of someone who 
was born, schooled, lived, worked, 
retired and died all in the same town. 
Margaret was a local girl through and 
through. Over 60 years working in the 
International Stores then. what is now 
Spar. Margaret was a much-loved 
grandmother, with a moving tribute 
given by granddaughter, Ellie. Two 
hymns All things bright and beautiful 
and then Lord of the dance. Dominic 
chose a reading from Mark 8: 1-9, the 
feedings of the 4000, very apt since 
Margaret raised thousands of pounds 
over the years, selling cakes, to raise 
money for the NSPCC. May Margaret 
rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the end of May, I lost the hourly 
chimes to our 198 year old clock, 
goodness knows where they went! We 
are, however, very grateful to local 
retired engineer Trevor Allchin, who is a 
volunteer at the Repair Café in town. 
Luckily, clocks are his speciality! I took 
Trevor up the tower and after a tweak 
of a switch on the hourly chimes and 
some TLC later, we found the chimes 

St Michael & All Angels Church, 
Cookley 

has joined the  “Give a Little” online 
donation service. 

Details of how you can make a 
donation are on our website: https://

www.blythvalleychurches.org.uk/     
st-michael-and-all-angels-cookley 

or you can scan the QR code printed 
here using your mobile device. 
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(and saved a few quid not having to call 
out the horologist!). Very many thanks 
to Trevor for his help.   
On May 31st, Halesworth Events 
Management, who fundraise each year 
for the town’s Christmas Lights, used St 
Mary's for a Quiz Night. Over £500 was 
raised from the evening. A joy to see 
the community coming together and 
seeing our beloved church turned into 
an event venue. With thanks to the 
Busbys for running a bar and to all who 
came and supported the event. 

One highlight this past month, was the 
Team service from June 2nd which fell 
on Environment Sunday. With Dominic 
on annual leave, Gini and Alison led the 
service.  

Alison preached and unashamedly 
chose to use Psalm 104 because, not 
only is it a favourite Psalm of hers, it is 
also a magnificent celebration of God 
the creator and provider. A perk to 
broadcasting our services via our 
Youtube channel, we can go back and 
watch a particular service again, which 
is what I recommend to you all, so go 
and visit www.youtube.com/@ 
halesworthparish and hear Alison’s 
sermon in full. 
Looking ahead to July, a quieter month 
for us. Do join us on Wednesday 17th 
July for the next Friend’s of St Mary’s 
(FoSM) Recital, 12noon for 12.30pm. 

Congratulations to our Rector Dominic 
who has been appointed Rural Dean of 
Waveney & Blyth - hold Dominic in 
your prayers as he takes on this 
additional responsibility.  

Finally from me this month, on June 
19th Choral Evensong on BBC Radio 3 
came from St Edmundsbury Cathedral, 
if you missed it you can catch up on 
BBC sounds online or via the 
Cathedrals YouTube Channel. 

ST MARY’S 50/50 CLUB 
The result of the June 2024 draw is as 
follows: 1st prize: R O’Leary; 2nd prize: 
J Ball; 3rd prize: Y Eady. 
 

HALESWORTH WI 
In May at our meeting members had 
an opportunity to vote on the 
resolution “Dental Health matters” 
encouraging the government to invest 
so to provide more NHS Dentists, this 
was agreed and went on to the 
National Federation Annual General 
Meeting held in the Albert hall at the 
beginning of June which after much 
discussion from experts in that field 
the resolution was passed by a 
majority.   
In June we set off on our summer 
outing to Ipswich in buses one and two 
chauffeured by John and Phil. We 
enjoyed coffee and then lunch at the 
Keys cafe before entering Christchurch 
Park and a guided tour of this very 
interesting house set in lovely grounds 
we were fortunate as the sun shone all 
day and we were able to admire the 
scenery before our journey home.     BP 

Heveningham 
Correspondent Jeanette Griffin 
stmargaretchurch11@gmail.com 

Back in May 2023, we were delighted 
to play host to the wedding of Marc 
and Jane.  In June, we welcomed them 
back again, this time for the 
Christening of their son, Hugo.  It was 

quite fitting that the service was held 
on Fathers’ Day and it was a lovely day 
with family and friends all coming 
together to celebrate this event.   

Baby Hugo was an absolute joy and I’m 
pretty sure he slept through the whole 
thing! Congratulations to Jane and Marc 
on the birth of your beautiful baby.  

Behind the scenes, we are experiencing 
a lot of wildlife that have started to 
inhabit around the church, including a 
family of Muntjacs who are enjoying 
the longer grass areas around the 
church yard.  Our bees are also still very 
busy and I’m looking forward to an 
update on them.  If you do come and 
visit our church, we do request, where 
possible, that dogs are kept on a lead. 
Thank you. 
Inside the church, we have a good 
selection of books for your summer and 
holiday reads.  We also have many 
cookery and gardening books 
available.  You will also find some ideas 
for things to do in the area if you are 
just visiting.   All donations are greatly 
appreciated and proceeds go towards 
the upkeep of the church. 

St Mary’s Church, 
Halesworth 

has joined the  “Give a Little” online 
donation service. 

Details of how you can make a 
donation are on our website: https://

www.blythvalleychurches.org.uk/         
st-marys-church-halesworth 

or you can scan the QR code printed 
here using your mobile device. 

St Margaret’s Church, 
Heveningham 

has joined the  “Give a Little” online 
donation service. 

Details of how you can make a 
donation are on our website: https://

www.blythvalleychurches.org.uk/    
st-margaret-heveningham-with-

ubbeston 
or you can scan the QR code printed 

here using your mobile device. 
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St Margaret’s dates for your diary: 
July 14th: Church Service Traditional 
Communion @ 10am. 
July 20th: Coffee Morning @ 10.30am. 
August 15th: St Mary’s Handbell ringers 
from 12pm. 

Holton 
Correspondent Jill Hewlett 

01986 875913 
jill.hewlett1@btinternet.com 

I find it completely incredible that we 
are more than half-way through 2024! 
The mild wet winter, then a cold wet 
spring and now, who knows! As I write 
this mid-June, the sun is shining and it is 
a beautiful morning, but we don’t seem 
to have had too many such mornings 
this year. Hopefully July will be lovely 
and August too, and with luck a good 
Autumn. We can dream! 
As some will have noticed, part of the 
churchyard has been cut and I would 
like to thank Gill Johnson for organising 
this. All the extra rain we have had has 
meant that the grass has grown more 
than usual, so it was, and is, a big task 
to get it all done. Hopefully the 
Community Pay-back Team will be back 
to continue the good work. 
Now a confession! Having encouraged 
attendance at the Blyth Valley Parishes 
Joint Council Annual Meeting, John and 
I were unable to go! It wasn’t totally 
our fault, the date of the meeting was 
moved by a week so we were in Exeter 
on June 12th. Fiona and Bill Pagan and 
Janet Walkey were present at the 
meeting, Janet has given me the 
following report - Geoffrey Kiddy has 
stepped down from being Lay Chair of 
the Blyth Valley Parishes Joint Council, 
previously the Team Council, Keith 
Noakes from Spexhall has taken on that 

roll; also Pedro Cockerton has stepped 
down from being Treasurer of BVPJC, 
this role has been filled by Richard 
Sheldrake from Heveningham. Both 
Geoffrey and Pedro were thanked and 
presented with cards and wine. Both 
of them had filled these positions for a 
number of years and deserve our 
gratitude. 
On June 16th, the Revd Alison Alder 
led our Iona service and the overriding 
theme was God’s creation, our Earth. 
Alison had taken the form of the 
service from a book of Iona services, 
so the format and content were 
different from usual, but recognisably 
Iona based. We were all challenged to 
do what we can to help the 
environment, however small and we 
were encouraged by the knowledge 
that our small actions can make big 
differences, after all God is in all, 
however small.  
If anyone was able to go to the 
Restore Nature Now march on June 
22nd with Jim and Sue Green please 
could you write something for next 
month’s column. 
 

Children’s Society Box Opening & 
Coffee Morning 13.7.24 

Just a reminder to all Box Holders, and 
everyone at St Peter’s and St Mary’s 
Halesworth, I have had to change the 
date from Saturday 6th to Saturday 
13th July.  Please can everyone who is 
able to help on the morning, with 
counting or with the refreshments let 
me know as soon as you can. Thank 
you to those who have already spoken 
to me. 
If you don’t have much change, if any, 
in your box, it would be helpful to 
have cheques made out to ‘The 
Children’s Society’. Now Barclays Bank 
have closed their branches in 
Southwold and Beccles, it means the 
money will probably have to be taken 
to the Lowestoft branch. Alternatively, 
it may be possible the monies can be 
taken to the Post Office. I understand 
however, they will only take complete 
bags of change, right from 1p coins to 
£1 coins. 
If you are unable to come on the 13th, 
please can you get your box to me, or 
give it to a friend to bring and take 
back when empty.  It really does make 
life so much easier to have all the 
boxes to open on the morning, 
Gift Aid: If you are a tax payer, Gift 
Aid means The Children’s Society will 
receive 25% extra at no extra cost to 

you. If you are not already signed up to 
Gift Aid for The Children’s Society, do 
consider it. If you are not sure do ask 
me about it. I will have some Gift Aid 
Declaration forms available on the 
morning. I do realise that not everyone 
pays tax. 
If anyone else would like a box to 
support The Children’s Society’s 
excellent work with children and young 
people in this country, I do have new 
ones available. You do not have to be a 
regular worshipper at St Peter’s or St 
Mary’s Halesworth. Do contact me. 

Janet Walkey Local Box Co-ordinator 
for The Children’s Society for          

     St Peter’s Holton & St Mary’s 
Halesworth. 01986 872594 
janetwalkey@hotmail.com 

 
 

Dates for Your Diary  
Labyrinth Event Monday 1st July, 2pm 
until 4pm at St Peter’s and on the 
paddock. 
PCC Wednesday 3rd July, 7pm at St 
Peter’s. 
Children’s Society Box Opening and 
Coffee Morning, Saturday 13th July, 
10am until 12noon in church. 
Flower Festival – “Our favourite 
childhood stories” Saturday 27th and 
Sunday 28th July, 10am until 4pm. 
Again help is needed with providing 
refreshments, so bakers be prepared, 
also raffle prizes, and those willing to 
steward. Please contact Helen Knevett 
on 01986 872467 and Dot Booley on 
01986 872350 and Betty Cole on 01986 
874079 about stewarding. 
Songs of Praise Sunday 28th July, 6pm, 
in St Peter’s. 

 

Huntingfield 
Correspondent Sally Clarke 

sally.clarke@live.com 
For the first time in a few years, Blyth 
Valley Churches will be having a tent at 
the Heveningham Country Fair. 
Different churches will be represented, 
showing the beauty and heritage of our 
buildings. We will also be showing some 
of the art and craft made during our 
"Labyrinth and Reflective Craft" 
sessions. There will be family activities, 
including a wildlife quiz, and 
information about Eco-church. We 
hope to be able to welcome many 
visitors to our tent and showcase some 
of the life of our Blyth Valley Churches. 

AA  

St Peter’s Church, 
Holton 

has joined the  “Give a Little” online 
donation service. 

Details of how you can make a 
donation are on our website: https://

www.blythvalleychurches.org.uk/        
st-peters-church-holton 

or you can scan the QR code printed 
here using your mobile device. 
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Linstead 
Correspondent 

Malcolm Heath 01986 785289 
www.linstead.suffolk.gov.uk     

SO HOW CAN ONE SUM UP LINSTEAD in 
June? How about bewildered?  

We know where we are and, within 
limits, we know where we are going. 
But pity the stranger confronted with a 
barricade of diversion signs. It is not 
easy trying to explain to  bemused and 
often slightly hysterical travellers that 
they must pretend the signs don’t exist 
and head for Halesworth anyway (and 
when you can see the actual roadworks 
then, and only then, do you turn). I am 
reminded of Gerard Hoffnung who, 
during the Festival of Britain, in 1953, 
took on a job as a guide for the many 
visitors to London. He dispensed advice 
such as “Have you tried the famous 
echo in the Reading Room of the British 
Museum?”  and: “Zebra Parking Places 
provided everywhere.” Most relevant at 
this present time was: “Ignore all Left 
and Right signs, these are merely 
political slogans.” Now you know. 

WE ARE RATHER PROUD OF OUR 
Patron Saint. Not many of us could 
tangle with a dragon and live to tell the 
tale, much less slay the dragon, having 
first been eaten by it. Please do join us 
for a brief and informal service, 
followed by a jolly good barbecue.  
COVID HAS MUDDLED UP A LOT OF 
things which are only now getting back 
to normal. One such is our biennial 
visit to the site of St Peter’s Linstead 
Magna - a report of the service 
features on the front cover of this 
issue. 
Although the church has gone, there 
are remains if you know what to look 
for. We were able to present Dominic 
with a piece of Tudor brick, as a 
reminder of the church that got away.     
May we, in Linstead, offer our 
congratulations to Dominic on his 
elevation to the post of Rural Dean. To 
my shame, I cannot remember how 
one addresses a Rural Dean, 'Your 
Rurality' perhaps?  
I am minded of a line in a Tom Lehrer 
song which runs: 'He used to be, so 
rumour has, the Dean of Men - at 
Alcatraz'. But congratulations anyway! 
And it seems only appropriate to see 
our Rural Dean in a rural setting - at 
the open-air service at St Peter's.  
THE SOCIAL WHIRL THAT IS SUMMER 
in Linstead continues with an 
immutable Linstead tradition:   

Please note that it is a week or so later 
than normal, to avoid clashes with  
other events.   
IT IS WITH GREAT SADNESS THAT WE 
bid farewell to Vicky Wilkinson, who is 
moving to be closer to her family. She 
has been our PCC Secretary for several 
years  and has also been Secretary to 

the WI and the Village Hall committee. 
She will leave a huge hole in our village 
life and will be greatly missed. We wish 
her all the best in her move. 
CHEDISTON & LINSTEAD WI MET IN 
June and were told all about the plight 
of the Turtle Dove, a once numerous 
species, now in decline. The speaker, 
Deborah Lay, explained that although 
France and Germany had banned the 
shooting of this bird, the Maltese had 
not. Since Malta is on its migration 
route, this could be a contributory 
factor in its decline in numbers. 
They meet next at Linstead Village Hall, 
on July 9th, at 2.30pm. The speaker is 
Barbara McElroy and she will be talking 
about Framlingham Castle. 
SERVICES IN JULY COMPRISE MATINS on 
14th at 10am; the Patronal Festival on 
21st at 12.30pm, 10am HC on 28th.                                                                                       

Spexhall 
Correspondent Keith Noakes 

(aka Woodpecker = Anglo-Saxon 
for Spexhall) 

spexhallwoodpecker@gmail.com 
Facebook: St Peter’s Spexhall and 

Spexhall Village Hall 

‘Summertime and the livin’ is easy’ 
While Woodpecker is well aware that 
for many summer does not equate to 
‘easy livin’, as in the famous Gershwin 
song, at least it is hoped that we get 
some opportunity to enjoy our lovely 
countryside and coast, and get some 
welcome warmth from the sun.  
July in fact involves us in a bit of work. 
It is a long standing tradition in Spexhall 
that on the evening of the first Tuesday 
of July (2nd this year) those armed 
with strimmers, rakes and cutting 
equipment descend on the churchyard 
to cut back the spring and summer 

St Mary’s Church, 
Huntingfield 

has joined the  “Give a Little” online 
donation service. 

Details of how you can make a 
donation are on our website: https://

www.blythvalleychurches.org.uk/       
st-marys-church-huntingfield 

or you can scan the QR code printed 
here using your mobile device. 

St Peter’s Church, 
Spexhall 

has joined the  “Give a Little” online 
donation service. 

Details of how you can make a 
donation are on our website: https://

www.blythvalleychurches.org.uk/        
st-peters-church-spexhall 

or you can scan the QR code printed 
here using your mobile device. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

THE LINSTEAD 
SUMMER FÊTE 

 

 WHICH WILL BE HELD AT  
LINSTEAD VILLAGE HALL 

  ON SATURDAY 10th AUGUST 

 FROM 2pm. 
‘A truly traditional village fête’ 

 

A fantastic cake stall 
Other fascinating stalls 
Raffle, Games and teas 

 

THE SUMMER EVENT  
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 

THE LINSTEAD 
PATRONAL FESTIVAL 

will be held on  

Sunday 21st July  
at the Village Hall from 12.30pm. 

There will be an open-air  
service followed by a barbecue. 
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growth to enable the churchyard to 
recover in time for winter and to 
prepare to show us its beauty next 
year. Any villagers, or friends of 
Spexhall, are very welcome to join the 
‘merry band’ from 6pm on Tuesday (or 
start earlier if you wish) in order to 
help with cutting back and getting 
things back to order.  
 

Spexhall Village Party 
Once again Francis and Elizabeth have 
very kindly offered to host a party for 
all villagers of Spexhall in the garden at 
the Old Rectory. Last year, villagers 
brought food to share, and this 
seemed to work very well. Please let 
me know (via Woodpecker email) if 
you are able to bring something. It is 
always a very good time to catch up. In 
case of wet weather we can repair to 
the village hall, but let’s hope it 
doesn’t come to that! See you all on 
Saturday 13th July from 3pm.  
 

Choral Evensong  
Spexhall is very lucky to have the Team 
Choir lead a special Choral Evensong 
on the Sunday 14th July. It is made 
even more special in that during the 
service our own Rector, Dominic, will 
be formally licensed as Rural Dean of 
Waveney and Blyth Deanery by 
Archdeacon Rich.  All in the Team      
and Joint parishes are warmly invited  
to  join us in celebrating Dominic’s 
appointment and praying for him and 
for all who minister in the Waveney 
Deanery, both ordained and lay. 
 

Holy Communion 
Sunday 21st July is an opportunity for 
the village to have a summer service of 
Holy Communion. All are most 
welcome to join us for this simple act 
of worship and to have refreshments 
together afterwards.  
 

Italian Lunch 
The Village People have organised a 
special Italian Lunch on Sunday 4th 
August. It is £25 a head for a lunch 
prepared by Cleone’s Italian restaurant 
from the Angel in Halesworth. Please 
email Karen Sharmen (karen1sharman 
@icloud.com) if you would like to 
come… pronto!  
 

Flower and Art Festival 
Looking forward to August, we are 
very pleased to say that there will be a 
Flower Festival in church and an Art 

Festival in the village hall, with teas 
available on Saturday 17th and 
Sunday 18th August. Further details 
will follow, but it will be high summer 
then, so what better theme than ‘A 
Suffolk Summer’. Here’s hoping for 
sunshine, warmth and happy times for 
all this summer! 
 

Thorington 
Correspondent 

Trish Gower 01502 478078 
trish@coastal1.plus.com  

We are pleased to see the  churchyard 
tidied up and thanks go to our 
volunteer Rob who does an excellent 
job, making the pathways to the 
graveyard much easier to walk along, 
as well as the surrounding grass 
areas by the Church. 
Plenty of wild flowers abound and the 
lime trees thriving, so do enjoy 
the bench for a  sit down and quiet 
time! Also thanks to those who have 
cleaned the church, and given it a 
spring clean, the box in the vestry has 
been polished and an old brass plaque 
found on it, Thorington Rectory 1858.. 
oh to turn the clock back that far… 
The wedding of Eleanor Gower and 
Jake Thorold took place on June 15th, 
with many friends and relatives 
present, the church was decorated 
with orange and pink peonies, roses, 
homegrown rosemary feverfew and 
myrtle.  
The wedding party walked to the 
church over the heath and marshes! 
A special event for all, but weddings 
are a rare occasion at Thorington!  
Congratulations to the happy couple, 
wishing them a joyful marriage and 
many, many happy years to come.  

September 7th is the date for a 
gathering at the church, and we are 
hoping Kimberley Moore from Norwich 
will join us with her music and song. 
More on this next time, any queries 
contact Trish.  
Enjoy the summer and do visit the 
church. 

Walpole 
Correspondents 

Lee & Anita Hill 07713 450078 
anita.hill2006@gmail.com  

Wenhaston 
Correspondent 

Margaret Bloomfield 
01502 478502 

margaret@wrush.plus.com 

June has been a strange month so far, 
some days hot, many others cold, wet 
and dry, windy and calm. Not at all like 
Summer yet. We love to talk about the 
weather, don’t we! Maybe July will 
bring some more seasonal weather and 
we can get our summer clothes out for 
an airing! 

St Mary’s Church, 
Walpole 

has joined the  “Give a Little” online 
donation service. 

Details of how you can make a 
donation are on our website: https://

www.blythvalleychurches.org.uk/    
st-marys-church-walpole 

or you can scan the QR code printed 
here using your mobile device. 

St Peter’s Church, 
Wenhaston 

has joined the  “Give a Little” online 
donation service. 

Details of how you can make a 
donation are on our website: https://

www.blythvalleychurches.org.uk/    
st-peters-church-wenhaston 

or you can scan the QR code printed 
here using your mobile device. 

St Peter’s Church, 
Thorington 

has joined the  “Give a Little” online 
donation service. 

Details of how you can make a 
donation are on our website: https://

www.blythvalleychurches.org.uk/     

st-peters-church-thorington 
or you can scan the QR code printed 

here using your mobile device. 
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Display advertisements in Blyth Valley Times 

Start at £54 for a 12 months booking. (No VAT applicable) 

Single issue display advertisements are also accepted. 

For further information, please telephone: 

01986 875941 

or email: blyth.valley.times@gmail.com 

St Andrew’s Church, 
Wissett 

has joined the  “Give a Little” online 
donation service. 

Details of how you can make a 
donation are on our website: https://

www.blythvalleychurches.org.uk/    
st-andrews-church-wissett 

or you can scan the QR code printed 
here using your mobile device. 

In July we are looking forward to Sing 
Out Yoxford on Saturday 20th in 
church. More information about the 
concert is on page 29 of this issue. Do 
come along and bring your friends. We 
have enjoyed having the choir before 
and I am sure this time they will excel 
themselves. In aid of church funds. 

Also in July, the church is serving 
refeshments at the Village Show on 
Sunday 21st. If any of our friends or 
acquaintances would like to donate a 
cake, we should be grateful. We look 
forward to seeing you all there. 

July Services all at 10am 
7th Team Service Halesworth 
14th Communion at St Peter’s with 
 Methodists 
21st  Holy Communion 
28th Pause for Thought 

 

WENHASTON M U 
I think that we all enjoyed being part of 
the discussion groups at our June 
meeting and there was some lively 
discussion and wide ranging views. 

Two of our questions were  “How does 
your upbringing as a child impact on the 
way that you live your Life now” and “Is 
social media having a negative impact 
on the children of today’s lives and 
what are the benefits.” We all had a lot 
to contribute on both of these subjects! 

The North Suffolk Area Quiet Day was 
held at St Peter’s on Wednesday 26th 
June. 

July is the month when we gather for 
our Summer Garden meeting and this 
will be held on Wednesday 10th July    
in the garden at Spindleberry 
commencing at 3pm. We will, as is our 
usual practice, be joining together for 
the Wave of Prayer service after which 
there will be afternoon tea with 
strawberries and cream! We would love 
to have guests with us, so please do feel 
free to join us. If it is wet, we will be 
indoors. 

Margaret G  
  01502 478378 

SING OUT 
YOXFORD COMMUNITY CHOIR 

This Group came to St Peter’s Church 
in 2018 and gave us an excellent 
Concert and they have very kindly 
agreed to come back again on 
Saturday 20th July in St Peter’s church 
at 7.30pm. 
We do hope that there will be good 
support for this concert. Admission 
will be free with donations for St 
Peter’s and there will be wine and 
nibbles in the interval. We look 
forward to seeing you there! 
For more details please see the 
advertisement on page 29 of this 
issue. 

Wenhaston Walkers 
Two walks in July. The first, on 
Tuesday 2nd, will leave Wenhaston 
Village Hall at 10am. 
The second, on Tuesday 16th July, 
leaving the Fox Inn, Darsham at 
10am.  If you wish to add your name 
to the circulation list, please 
email: ipbigwood@btinternet.com    

Heather Phillips (01502 478545) 
 

Wissett 
Correspondent Mary Pester 

01986 835869 
marypester@rocketmail.com 

 

So far, it seems to have been a quiet 
start to summer in Wissett and a chilly 
one!  I have seen fewer swifts than in 
previous years, but there are some, 
and I heard the cuckoo once. Hooray! 
Now in July, even before the first 
Sunday of the month,  we hope for 
many, many people to come to the 
church!  Some who maybe have never 
been in before, since on Thursday 4th 
July, Wissett church will be used as the 
Polling Station in Wissett, so come to 
church good people! I will make sure it 
is stocked well with biscuits and drinks 
on our refreshment table.  
Towards the end of the month, we 
have something completely different - 
a Pet Service on  Sunday 28th July. 

Although my cat comes with me at the 
end of the day when I lock the church 
and enjoys a good sniff around          for 
mice by the vestry door, I 
cannot  imagine how she would be in 
mixed animal company!  I would like to 
give thanks  and praise for her  at a 
special service. Maybe poor Christopher 
Smart’s For I will consider my Cat 
Jeoffrey will be read? Geoffrey Kiddy will 
have more information about the 
service nearer the time, so look out for 
posters and  notices. 

I see I am on the cleaning rota  before 
that service but maybe  an extra sweep 
up of dog hairs afterwards too! 

Other helpers in July are: 

7th Tanya Baker and Anne 
 Withers 
14th  Nick Evans 
21st  Charlotte Pringle and Jane 
 Parry 
28th Mary Pester and Camilla Prior 
 
There has been loss, grief and pain for 
some we know in Wissett and also new 
beginnings and celebrations for 
others.  “Joy and Woe are woven 
fine”  as William Blake says. 
"Man was made for joy and woe, and 
when this we rightly now , through the 
world we safely go”. 
May we help each other along the way. 

mailto:ipbigwood@btinternet.com
mailto:marypester@rocketmail.com
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DO YOU RECEIVE A COPY OF BVTIMES 
THROUGH YOUR DOOR? 

… HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION FOR 2024-25 PLEASE? 

Payment can be made to your local delivery person, 
or to the Blyth Valley Churches office in 

St Mary’s Halesworth please.  
(The office is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9am - 1pm). 

Alternatively, the fee can be paid directly into the 
BVTimes Barclays Bank account. 
A/c: Blyth Valley Team Ministry.  

Account no: 13647579.  Sort code: 20-53-06 
(Please use reference “BVT sub” and add your town or 

village name, if possible, too) 
Magazine delivery to your home is £12 per year. 

Many thanks to those subscribers who have 
already paid/renewed - your continued support is 

very much appreciated. 

Heath’s Room 
Telephone 07725 277335 

Email: heathcaplin@gmail.com 
 

FULL OR PARTIAL 
HOUSE CLEARANCES 

We are interested in buying your                
watches (in working order or not), 

gold, silver, platinum, medals, militaria, 
glass, furniture, vintage toys, lamps, 

china, bric-à-brac etc. 
Any condition considered 

An independent, small company, 
based in 

Halesworth, Reydon and Southwold 

Any distance travelled 

 
 

Twelfth Night  
If music be the food of love, play on… 

Please join us for our 40th Shorter Shakespeare Summer 
tour. Twelfth Night is a fast-paced romantic comedy with 
interwoven plots of cross-dressing and practical jokes, 
complete with music and songs from the period. Despite 
what you might have thought at school, it’s very funny and 
many people’s favourite Shakespeare play. This version will 
last an hour and a bit.  

We’ll be performing in some of the venues we visited on our 
first tour in 1984 and some more recent additions – please 
see our advertisement on page 29 for details. We provide 
basic seating and don't charge for admission; instead we’ll 
pass our hats round at the end. What you put in them 
subsidises our indoor stage productions. 

As our name suggests, Circle 67 was formed in 1967 to bring 
high-quality theatre to the Blyth Valley area. With your 
support, we’ll keep going! We always welcome new 
members; so if you are interested in joining us, or simply 
want details of forthcoming productions, please contact us. 

www.circle67.co.uk 

July Events at Halesworth Library 

Award-winning Suffolk author and Halesworth Library 
patron, Jackie Carreira, will be launching her brand-new 
novel at the library on July 25th at 7.30pm. Notebook 
Number Nine is a life-affirming, often humorous story of self-
discovery, and what it simply means to be human. When all 
the lies and hypocrisy of the world become too much to 
ignore, and you can't afford to escape to a monastery up a 
mountain, what would you do? Bekki is about to find out! 
There are also two sessions of our regular Sociable 
Sunday events (July 14th and 28th). You can drop in any time 
between 10.30am - 12.30pm and enjoy meeting new people, 
and chat over a cuppa and a slice of cake.  
All events will take place in Halesworth Library and are 
organised by the Friends of Halesworth Library.  Attendance 
is free, though donations to cover the cost of refreshments 
are appreciated.  It helps our planning (how many biscuits to 
buy etc) if you can let us know if you plan to attend the book 
talks. You can email us at friendsofhalesworthlibrary@ 
gmail.com or speak to the library assistants. 

mailto:friendsofhalesworthlibrary@gmail.com
mailto:friendsofhalesworthlibrary@gmail.com
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If you need help from Waveney Foodbank         

you will need a referral voucher. 
Just call one of our partner agencies: 

Citizens Advice National Helpline 
0808 208 2138 

South Norfolk Early Help Hub 
01508 533933 

Halesworth Volunteers 
01986 875600 

 

There are collection places for Foodbank 
donations in Chediston;  St Mary’s Church, 

Halesworth; Halesworth Co-op; Holton; 
Rumburgh; Spexhall (2); Wenhaston and Wissett. 

 
ADDITIONAL FOODBANK 

DONATION POINTS 
Donations of food for the Foodbank can also be left at 
Woolnough’s Funeral Services office at the entrance to 
Halesworth Cemetery on Holton Road and also at 
Rosedale Funeral Services in the Market Place, 
Halesworth. 

There are collection boxes outside the offices, where 
produce can be placed. 

AUCTIONEERS · VALUERS · ESTATE AGENTS 

12 Thoroughfare, Halesworth 

Suffolk IP19 8AH 

Tel: 01986 872553 / Fax 01986 874007 

Email: halesworth@durrants.com 

www.durrants.com 

HOLIDAY LETS IN SOUTHWOLD 

Thinking of selling, or just want to know what your 
property is worth? 

Call today for a free no obligation market appraisal 

HALESWORTH (01986) 872553 

BECCLES (01502) 712122 

HARLESTON (01379) 852217 

SOUTHWOLD (01502) 723292 

DISS (01379) 642233 

WWW.DURRANTS.COM 

If you are a member of a group or organisation and 
you would like to share your monthly news, reports or 

activities with the local community, 
please email your articles to Blyth Valley Times: 

blyth.valley.times@gmail.com                                  

43 Thoroughfare, Halesworth 
IP19 8AR 
01986 874531 
reception@angelpodiatry.com 
www.angelpodiatry.com 
 
Online bookings welcome 

NEWBY BOOKS ON SALE 

“THE CENTURY I SAW” 
by Donald Newby 

£9.99 from Halesworth & District Museum, 
and Halesworth Bookshop. 
Proceeds to local charities. 

 

“HALESWORTH STREET and PLACE NAMES” 
by Derek Newby 

£6.99 from Halesworth & District Museum, 
Halesworth Bookshop and Heathside Stores 

Wenhaston. 
Proceeds to Halesworth & District Museum. 

 

“MEMORIES & STORIES OF OLD HALESWORTH” 
by James W Newby 

£7.99 available from St Mary's Church. 
Proceeds to St Mary’s Halesworth Regeneration etc. 

 

“The LIFE and TIMES of DEREK NEWBY” 
£9.99, an autobiography. 

Proceeds to local charities and EA Air Ambulance. 
 

For more information, see Derek Newby You Tube 
and www.newbysofhalesworth.com                                          
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Stella @ KHG 
 

KHG, Town Rooms, 
The Thoroughfare, Halesworth IP19 8LQ 

Tel: 0753 4127153 

ELECTRICAL & LIGHTING CONTRACTORS · HALESWORTH 

www.pearce-kemp.co.uk · telephone 01986 872130 · enquiries@pearce-kemp.co.uk 

 

 
 

 

“WAY OF THE CROSS” 
Stations by Iain McKillop 

A 40 page, A5 booklet featuring text and readings, 
and illustrated with high quality colour images. 

 
 Priced at £7.50, this publication is available to purchase 

from the Blyth Valley Churches office. 
Copies can also be sent out via post (+£1.75 p&p). 

For details, please telephone the office on 01986 875941, 
or email: office.bvtm@gmail.com 

 

WAY OF THE CROSS 

Stations by Iain McKillop  

A note on the readings:  Generally, harmonising Gospel 

texts is not encouraged, since each writer had varied 

theological, spiritual and social reasons for what he 

included.  However I have harmonised the Passion texts 

here, as some additional details enrich their meaning.  

 
 
 
 

 

Open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
10am until 2pm 

Saturday 10am until noon 

Well-equipped workshop at the back of Chinny’s car park 

(27 Norwich Road, Halesworth IP19 8BX) 

Telephone 01986 835905 or just call in 

For anyone interested in working and socialising around a 
bench for themselves, others or the community 

Walking the Labyrinth – A Time for Reflection 

 
 
 
 
Monday 1st July 2024 

St Peter’s Church, Holton IP19 8NG 

 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Theme for reflective craft: Butterflies 
 

Everyone Welcome 

 

Refreshments provided. People will be available if 
you want someone to talk to after your walk. 

For more information contact Revd Alison Alder at: 
revalialder@gmail.com     or  01502 478855. 

 

Future meetings:  

Monday 5th August 

Monday 2nd September 
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Tickets available from: 
Market Place,Halesworth.01986 875588 
Hungate,Beccles…………01502 714445 
Upper Olland St,Bungay..01986 892790 

WHAT’S ON IN THE AREA 
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WHAT’S ON IN THE AREA 

Coffee Morning 

& Box Opening 

SATURDAY 13th JULY 
10am to 12 noon 

St Peter’s Room, Holton Church 

              Bring & Buy        Cakes              Raffle   

 

Sunday 30 June 3pm 

FENELLA HUMPHREYS violin  

MARTIN ROSCOE piano 

Sunday 14 July 3pm 

JENEBA KANNEH-MASON piano 

Sunday 28 July 3pm 

MELIORA COLLECTIVE septet 

Concerts at Cratfield 2024 

Chamber Music in East Suffolk 

www.concertsatcratfield.org 

Sunday 11 August 3pm 

TIM POSNER cello MISHKA 

RUSHDIE MOMEN piano 

Sunday 25 August 3pm  

FITZWILLIAM QUARTET 

Sunday 8 September 3pm 

HEATH QUARTET 

ST  PETER’S  HOLTON 
FLOWER  FESTIVAL 

‘OUR FAVOURITE CHILDHOOD STORIES’ 
JULY 27th & 28th 

10am – 4pm 
Refreshments. Stalls and Tombola 
Ukulele Strumalong - Sunday pm 

SONGS OF PRAISE - 6pm Sunday 

 Special Film Matinee of 

LITTLE VOICE 
Starring Jane Horrocks, Michael Caine,          

Brenda Blethyn, Jim Broadbent 
and Ewan McGregor 

at The Cut, Halesworth 

WEDNESDAY 10th JULY 
Doors open at 1.30pm for 

2pm start. 
Entrance by £5 donation 
Please do support us and       
enjoy this British musical 

comedy film 

Walpole 
Old Chapel 

Sunday 7th July, 3pm 
A Summer Day’s Concert  

with Rob Gildon (baritone), Matthew Vernon-Long (tenor) 
and Lucia Vernon-Long (soprano) and a group of musicians 
who regularly collaborate with The Mozartists. 

Saturday 13th July, 7pm 
Syzewell Gap  

This long established East Anglian Folk Band will present a 
wide repertoire of tunes, songs, stories and dance.  

Sunday 21st July, 3pm 
Miriam Stead  

Tea for the British…with a little twist of Suffolk 
The story of the nation’s favourite brew focussing on 
the 18th to 20th centuries. It charts the journey of tea from 
China and India through the London Docks and onwards 
coastwise to Suffolk. We will look at tea manufacturers, tea 
dealers and local tea sellers and spot some of the famous 
brand names with a link to our county. 

To book tickets before the event(s), go to: 
www.ticketsource.co.uk 

Put ‘Walpole Old Chapel’ in the search bar 
and you will be able to buy tickets at £12 each. 

Or you can pay on the door for £15 each. 

For further information: 
www.walpoleoldchapel.org/programme 

The Chapel is open to the public on Saturday and Bank Holiday 

afternoons, 2pm - 4.30pm. Until September 28th. 

http://www.walpoleoldchapel.org/programme
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Simon Maunder      Heating Engineer 
Complete Heating Solutions 

Gas Boiler Installs •Solar Thermal Systems 
Underfloor & Conventional Radiator Systems 

Thermal Imaging of Underfloor & Radiator Systems for Faults 
Power Flushing of Problems Systems 

MCS Registration No: APH 47349 for Boiler Upgrades Scheme 

Gas Safe Registered 
517219 

              07793 055099 
              simon@maunderplumbing.co.uk 

 Contact Nathan:  

07900734124 

nathan.khan15@gmail.com 

Crown reduction specialist 

All aspects of tree work undertaken · Free quotations 

THE HUNTSMAN 
& HOUNDS 

Stone Street, Spexhall IP19 0RN 
Tel 01986 781341 

E: info@huntsmanandhounds.com 
Home-cooked meals available daily 

Warm and friendly welcome 

 

 

 

  PJN MOTOR ENGINEERING LTD 
Wenhaston, Halesworth 

Wash Lane, Back Road, Wenhaston, Halesworth IP19 9DX 
Telephone 01502 478642. Mobile 07802 965746. 

Website www.pjn-motor.co.uk 

WE PROVIDE 
A friendly reliable service 
MOT’s on site by appointment 
A comfortable waiting area (with 
wi-fi) for customers 
Free local collection & delivery 
Courtesy car (on own insurance) 

OUR SERVICES 
MOT’s for cars & bikes, Classes I, 
II and IV 
Free MOT Retest 
All make servicing and repairs 
including: batteries, exhausts 
and tyres replaced.  
Cam belts, clutches, diagnostics 
Air Con Service 
Water Softener Salt Tablets 

CALL NOW: 

01502 478642 

                                      Garden Landscape Supplies 
                                 NATURAL STONE PAVING۰SAND, BALLAST &                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                 CEMENT۰RECLAIMED RAILWAY SLEEPERS 
۰FENCING۰DECORATIVE AGGREGATES۰TOPSOIL۰BARK MULCH 

۰BRICKS & BLOCKS۰DRAINAGE۰TIMBER 
Free delivery in Halesworth area 

Kings Landscaping Ltd, Unit 23 Halesworth Business Park, 
Norwich Road, Halesworth IP19 8QJ 

t: 01986 875555 e: info@kings-landscaping.co.uk  www.kings-landscaping.co.uk 

NEWSAGENTS 

 16 THOROUGHFARE, 
HALESWORTH IP19 8AH 
Telephone 01986 835730   

—————— 
4 Market Hill, Framlingham IP13 9BB 

Telephone 01728 724414 

WE ALSO PROVIDE FULL DRY CLEANING 
AND LAUNDRY SERVICES 

D.C. Patrick 

CARDS...CARDS...CARDS... 

NEWSAGENTS 
We deliver 7 days a week 

mailto:Nathan.khan15@gmail.com
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ALLEN’S BUTCHERS 
Good Quality Meat and Meat Products 

at Competitive Prices 

2 MARKET PLACE, HALESWORTH 

Tel: 01986 872132 

 

Pet Store 

29 Market Place, Halesworth, IP19 8AY 

01986 948100
A traditional store for all your pets needs 

and creature comforts. 

www.thefeedbarnsuffolk.co.uk 

HOLTON AND BLYFORD 
VILLAGE HALL 

Charity No 291379 

A well-appointed hall with stage, large grounds and car park 

License available, if required. Competitive rates. 

For further details please telephone 01986 874442  

E: holtonandblyfordvillagehall@hotmail.com 

  DOMESTIC 
  COMMERCIAL 
  INDUSTRIAL 
  SECURITY 

Broadway Drive, Norwich Rd, Halesworth      

T: 01986 875397 

E: info@townsend-electrical.co.uk 

www.townsend-electrical.co.uk 

SPEXHALL VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal venue for Clubs, Parties and Meetings 

Training/Teaching Facility 
Available for hire at very competitive rates 

Capacity -  up to 60 people 
Contact: Jane Held - 01538 262116 

Email: jane@janeheld.co.uk 

St Peter’s Room, Holton 
A room within the church 

Equipped with tea and coffee facilities. 
Washing up area/toilet. 

Suitable for small meetings/music groups/daytime            
and evening availability. 

Bookings: 01986 835752 

AWD GOLDSMITH 
Specialist in engagement and wedding rings 

12 Bridge Street, Halesworth, IP19 8AQ 

0759 7771083 
Tuesday & Wednesday 9am to 6pm; 

Friday by appointment; Saturday 9am to 4pm 

Holton Trading Post and 
J.A.K. Furniture Services 

 We have a 1000ft² showroom of furniture ٭
 We buy and sell second-hand and country furniture ٭

 Undertake house and shed clearances ٭
 Repair and polish furniture ٭ Strip furniture and doors ٭

 Paint furniture and doors ٭
 !We can also make furniture from reclaim & much more ٭

Come and have a look! 

Units 9 & 10, The Old Airfield Site, 

Holton, Halesworth, IP19 8NH 

Telephone Justin on: 

01986 874277 or 07767 861401 

Opening Times: Monday - Friday: 9am - 5.30pm 

Saturday: 9am - 2pm 
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